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Machado’s daughter Ana accepts Nobel Peace Prize in her absence

TETSt $1 a4t TAT A I ufRAfT & Ao ifd PR WaR fHar

Germany retains the title; India pips Argentina for bronze
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Tharoor
rejects Veer
Savarkar

Award
PCS ]

" The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Following media reports
that he had been nominat-
ed for the Veer Savarkar In-
ternational Impact
Award-2025, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor on Wed-
nesday said that in the ab-
sence of clarifications
about its nature and the or-
ganisation presenting the
award, the question of his
accepting it did not arise.
The non-governmental or-
ganisation High Range Ru-
ral Development Society
has instituted the award.

“I had clarified that I
was neither aware of, nor
had accepted, such an
award and it was irrespon-
sible on the part of the or-
ganisers to announce my
name without my having
agreed to receive it,” he
said through his X handle.

Tharoor rejects Veer Savarkar Award

YT A AR IaRHY REBR DA

. Tharoor rejects Veer Savarkar Award
YR IR HAIHR 3falS '
. Following media reports that he had been nominated for the
Veer Savarkar International Impact Award-2025, Congress MP
Shashi Tharoor on Wednesday said that in the absence of
clarifications about its nature and the organisation presenting the
award, the question of his accepting it did not arise.

ROCH & SFER 3% 4R ATaRPHR Fee-=Hd FHITE Idrs-
2025 o forQ A1ferd fobam T o1, SN T R U A YR DI Hal
o TP WY 3R I8 [IBR 1 d1d o & IR H WHIHR0T 7 81
! fRUfA & 38 WHR A 1Y 81 11 I3

. The non-governmental organisation High Range Rural
Development Society has instituted the award.

IR-IRBRY YT BTS 361 TR STAUHCE TS A T REBR Pl
I foar g |

. “l had clarified that | was neither aware of, nor had accepted,
such an award and it was irresponsible on the part of the organisers to
announce my name without my having agreed to receive it,” he said
through his X handle.

B Ty 3 o1 6 7 1 50 sfavrd o1, 3R A & 83 A9 B SR
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Deepavali enters intangible heritage list

UNESCO says it strengthens social bonds, supports traditional crafts, reinforces values of
generosity; PM says people are thrilled at the honour; Minister calls it a moment of national pride

The Hindu Bureau contribute to the festival’s
NEW DELHI global popularity even

eepavali, India’s
l) festival of lights,
was on

Wednesday inscribed on

further,” he said in a post
on X.

Addressing the
international delegates at
the event, the Union

the UNESCO’s Minister said the
Representative List of the inscription marks a
Intangible Cultural moment of immense pride

Heritage of Humanity.

for India and for

The inscription was communities across the
adopted in the presence of world who keep alive the
Union Minister of Culture timeless spirit of
Gajendra Singh Deepavali.

Shekhawat, senior Living heritage: Deepavali thrives through the contributions of Highlighting the

officials, and delegates
from 194 member states,

potters crafting traditional earthen lamps. VIJAY SONEJI

people-centric nature of
the festival, he

international experts, and | acknowledges Deepavali Narendra Modi said emphasised that Deepavali
representatives of as a living heritage that people in India and thrives through the
UNESCO’s global network, | strengthens social bonds, around the world were contributions of millions,
at an event held at the Red | supports traditional thrilled at the UNESCO including potters crafting
Fort here. craftsmanship, reinforces honour. “For us, Deepavali | traditional ‘diyas’ (earthen
The announcement values of generosity and is very closely linked to lamps), artisans preparing
came during the 20th well-being, and our culture and ethos. Itis | festive decor, farmers,
session of the UNESCO’s contributes meaningfully the soul of our civilisation. | sweet-makers, priests, and
Intergovernmental to several Sustainable The addition of Deepavali households that uphold
Committee. Development Goals. to the UNESCO Intangible age-old customs.
UNESCO’s inscription Prime Minister Heritage List will (With PTI inputs)

Deepavali enters intangible heritage list

Sturaett spqd favTaa gt & mfde gt @

o Deepavali enters intangible heritage list UNESCO says it strengthens social bonds, supports
traditional crafts, reinforces values of generosity; PM says people are thrilled at the honour;
Minister calls it a moment of national pride

enters intangible heritage list qﬁ'&ﬁ FHgdl § o gg I deet o Holdd DRl g,
IRUR e &7 T IRl 8, ISRl & Hed! B! Asigd Bl 3; YITH Ped § & anrsq
FHIH ¥ AT ©; HAA 39 ST 71 BT &0 HEd ©

e Deepavali, India’s festival of lights, was on Wednesday inscribed on the UNESCO’s
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Sarad!, YRd &1 BRI Ud, I FUIR B TAD! DI TGl B 3 Hipiad favrad o
ufafafer =it 7 sifosd favar )

e The inscription was adopted in the presence of Union Minister of Culture Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, senior officials, and delegates from 194 member states, intemational experts,
and representatives of UNESCO'’s global network, at an event held at the Red Fort here.
g IR B Tepfa woft et Rig Warad, aRy M, ik 194 Gewa d=n &
TR, siRRSi RIS, qu1 TR & A Joad F R @) Jurif § 78 e

RPd W AR T SRIHH B ioH=rar |

e The announcement came during the 20th session of the UNESCO'’s Intergovernmental
Committee.
Tg U0 ! B R-IRBR) TR & 203 T & SR S|

e UNESCO'’s inscription acknowledges Deepavali as a living heritage that strengthens social
bonds, supports traditional craftsmanship, reinforces values of generosity and well-being,
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and contributes meaningfully to several Sustainable Development Goals.

A BT ARG SuTaeht Bl T Shifdd faRd & ©U 8 JRdl odl § Sl 1o Jael Bl
FRA 8, TRURS Reudsar &1 grf- Hrcl 8, IRdT 3R Hl & Jedl &l Yeg Bl
Tﬁiﬁwma&u‘rﬁmmm—cﬁ%

. Prlme Minister Narendra Modi said people in India and around the world were thrilled at the
UNESCO honour. “For us, Deepavali is very closely linked to our culture and ethos. It is the
soul of our civilization. The addition of Deepavali to the UNESCO Intangible Heritage List
will contribute to the festival’s global popularity even further,” he said in a post on X.
uwﬁ#ﬁaﬁwﬁiwaﬁigﬁmm%aﬁqﬁmw@mﬁa% FAR fag,
Surach gURY Tl 3R AR & WY 9gd Adedl I Ta! 8| T8 SHRT Wl Bt AT ]
Suract ol gAwn &mﬁﬁ?mqsﬂﬁsﬁsﬁﬁsﬂua‘aﬂa%mwaﬁw@ﬂ, I
TR R TS URC | $gll

e Addressing the intemational delegates at the event, the Union Minister said the inscription
marks a moment of immense pride for India and for communities across the world who keep
alive the timeless spirit of Deepavali.

HRIHH | SRRAPT TR BT eifrd I U dbard HAl 3 el [P U e HRd SR
@w%wa&aﬁ%m T T1d BT &0T § S SYuraett Pt MY HIGT 1 Sifdd I@d
I

e Highlighting the people-centric nature of the festival, he emphasised that Deepavali thrives
through the contributions of millions, including potters crafting traditional ‘diyas’ (earthen
lamps), artisans preparing festive decor, farmers, sweet-makers, priests, and households that
uphold age-old customs.

IR B SH-dbisd UPTd BT J@iThd PIA U, IR SR el b Gruraet ARl aril & IRTgH o
Shfad gt &, ford RWRPmd & (gl & i) 991 a1 $WR, Sd B Yollac daR HA
%W%R"IW fehg, fraTE s o, qoRl, @ik 3 uRaR 2nferer § S e Sfa-Rarsi @ a9

|

UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity

¢ “Intangible” means something you
cannot touch.

¢ Intangible cultural heritage refers
to:

Traditions
Performing arts
Skills
Knowledge
Festivals

Craft techniques

O O O O O O

...that communities pass from one
generation to the next.

These are living traditions, not
monuments or buildings.

e Aclassical dance like
Bharatanatyam

o A craft skill like Kutch embroidery b

o A festival like Vijayadashami

e A food tradition like making
traditional bread

i.\
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e Oral storytelling and folk songs

These are practiced, taught, adapted, and kept alive
by the community.

2. What is UNESCO’s Representative List?

e UNESCO (a UN body for culture and
education) maintains a list called: “The
Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity.”

Purpose of the List

To recognize and celebrate living cultural traditions around the world
To encourage countries to preserve these traditions

To increase respect and understanding among cultures

To help communities feel proud of their heritage

3. What kind of traditions get included? (With simple examples)
The Representative List covers five broad categories.

A. Performing Arts: These traditions involve music, drama, and movement
passed down over generations.

Examples:
¢ Flamenco (Spain)
o Kabuki Theatre (Japan)

¢ Bharatanatyam (India)

B. Social Practices, Rituals, Festivals: These showcase
community identity, beliefs, and celebrations.

Examples:

o Nowruz (Persian New Year) — celebrated across many
countries

¢ Yoga (India) — a physical, mental, and spiritual practice

¢ Kumbh Mela (India) — the biggest peaceful gathering on Earth

C. Traditional Knowledge and Skills: These are everyday skills
that form the backbone of community life.

Examples:
e Traditional pottery

¢ Handloom weaving
e Traditional boat-building methods

PageS
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D. Oral Traditions & Expressions: These connect
generations through shared stories.

Examples:
e Folk songs
e Epics recited orally

e Storytelling traditions like the epics of West Africa or
India

E. Traditional Food Practices (Culinary heritage): Food
practices show cultural identity and community bonding.

Examples:
¢ Kimchi making (Korea)
o Neapolitan Pizza making art (ltaly)
e Traditional bread-making in many countries
4. Why does UNESCO maintain this list?
A. To protect endangered traditions
Some traditions are at risk due to:
o Globalization
e Urbanization
e Loss of practitioners

UNESCO recognition encourages governments to support them.

B. To honor and promote cultural diversity: Each tradition
reflects a unique worldview.
Preserving them ensures that humanity remains culturally rich.

C. To strengthen community pride: Communities feel valued
when their traditions are globally recognized.

D. To support sustainable development: Local crafts and arts
can generate:

e Employment
e Tourism
e Cultural education

India has several elements inscribed on UNESCO'’s Representative List, such
as:

Yoga

Kumbh Mela

Ramlila (traditional enactment of Ramayana)

Nawrouz (shared across several countries including India)
Mudiyettu (ritual theatre of Kerala)

Chhau dance (eastern India)

Kalbelia folk songs and dances (Rajasthan)
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o Koodiyattam (Sanskrit theatre of Kerala)

Questions and Mme‘; to the QuUIZ

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. This
field was not among the initial five
fields which were considered for a
Nobel. Ans: Economics

2. Name the institution that
established the prize in Economics.

Ans; Bank.of Sweden » The Nobel Prizes were originally established in 1895 by the will of
3. The maximum number of people  Aifred Nobel, covering five fields: Physics, Chemistry, Physiology

This field was not among the initial five fields which
were considered for a Nobel.

Ans: Economics

who can share a Nobel. Ans: 3 or Medicine, Literature, and Peace.

4. Name the youngest and oldest « Economics was not part of these original fields.

Nobel laureates. Ans: Malala * What we call the “Nobel Prize in Economics” today is not a Nobel
Yusufzai and John B. Prize as defined in Alfred Nobel’s will.

Goodenough

5. The first Indian to win a2 Nobel. * Nobel's will specified the award categories that would “benefit
Ans: Rabindranath Tagore mankind,” focusing on areas central to scientific and humanitarian

progress in the late 19th century.

Visual: Name this writer who * The first Nobel Prizes were awarded in 1901 in the five original

declined a Nobel awarded for

, fields.

literature. Ans: Jean Paul Sartre

Early Birds: Siddhartha « These categories reflected disciplines that Nobel himself considered
Viswanathan| Gaurav Deshmukh| fundamental to human advancement.

Ambarin Aslam| Aaradhya Yadav|

Deepak Sudhir

Why Economics Was Not Included Originally

* In the late 19th century, Economics had not yet developed as a formalized academic discipline at
the level of the natural sciences.

* Nobel did not mention or conceptualize Economics as a candidate field in his will.

* As Nobel’s will strictly defined the prize categories, no additional prizes could be included without
outside institutions creating and funding them.

Creation of the Prize in Economic Sciences

* In 1968, on its 300th anniversary, Sveriges Riksbank (Sweden's Central Bank) established and
endowed a new award:
“The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel.”

» This was not created by Alfred Nobel but by the Central Bank, nearly 73 years after Nobel's death.
* The first award in this new field was presented in 1969.

» The inaugural laureates were: Ragnar Frisch & Jan Tinbergen

» They were honored for their work in econometrics and dynamic economic modelling.

Official Name and Key Distinction

» Formal title:

Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel

* It is administered by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, like the prizes in Physics and
Chemistry.

* Although treated ceremonially and financially like other Nobel Prizes, it is not part of the original
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five, nor is it funded from Alfred Nobel’'s bequest.
* Prize money in recent years equals that of other Nobel Prizes (e.g., about 11 million SEK).
* The field increasingly recognizes work in:

Behavioral economics

Development economics

Experimental economics

Public policy—oriented economic research

Institution that Established the Prize in Economics
Answer: Bank of Sweden (Sveriges Riksbank)

* Although established by the Bank of Sweden, the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences selects
the winners.

* Laureates receive:

— A gold medal

— A diploma

— A monetary award equal to other Nobel Prizes

* It is presented every year on 10 December, the anniversary of Alfred Nobel's death.

* In recent decades, the prize has increasingly recognized work with real-world policy relevance,
such as:

— Poverty alleviation

— Labour markets

— Market design

— Climate economics

— Financial stability

» The award has helped elevate economics into a globally respected scientific field.

Maximum Number of People Who Can Share a Nobel Prize
Answer: 3

» The Nobel Foundation statutes clearly state that no more than three individuals may share a
single Nobel Prize.

* This rule applies to all categories: Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine, Literature, Peace,
and Economic Sciences.

Why the Limit Is Three

* Nobel Prizes are intended to reward distinct, identifiable contributions rather than collective or
institutional work.

* Modem scientific research often involves large teams, but the Nobel Committees must identify the
three individuals whose contributions were the most fundamental or decisive.

* This rule preserves the original spirit of Nobel's vision: honouring individuals who have made the
greatest benefit to humanity.

Examples Demonstrating the Rule of Three

* Many major awards have been shared by exactly three people:

— The detection of gravitational waves (Physics)

— The discovery of Green Fluorescent Protein (Chemistry)

— The identification of the Hepatitis C virus (Medicine)

» Even in fields where thousands contributed (e.g., LIGO or CERN), only three primary contributors
may be officially named.
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Institutions and the Nobel Prize

* Institutions may receive the Nobel Peace Prize, but not in the scientific or literature categories.
» Even when an institution receives the Peace Prize, the rule of three individuals maximum still
applies if people are awarded.

Importance of the Rule in Today’s Scientific World

» Modern “big science” relies on global teams, yet Nobel rules force committees to distill contributions
down to a small, select group of individuals.

* This sometimes sparks debate, but it preserves the exclusivity and prestige of the prize.

* Despite growing pressure to expand the limit, the maximum remains three.

Youngest and Oldest Nobel Laureates
Answer: Malala Yousafzai (Youngest) and John B. Goodenough (Oldest)

* Malala Yousafzai received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 at just 17 years old, making her the

youngest Nobel laureate ever.

» She was awarded jointly with Kailash Satyarthi for their efforts to promote children’s rights and
ensure access to education worldwide.

» Malala became a global symbol of courage after surviving an assassination attempt in 2012 for

advocating girls' education in Pakistan’s Swat Valley.

» Through the Malala Fund, she continues to work toward ensuring that every girl has access to

quality education.

Oldest Nobel Laureate: John B. Goodenough

+ John Bannister Goodenough was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2019 at the age of 97,
making him the oldest Nobel laureate in history.

* He was honoured for his groundbreaking role in the development of lithium-ion batteries, which
power modern electronics, electric vehicles, and renewable energy systems.

* His scientific contributions have transformed global energy storage and modem technology.

The First Indian to Win a Nobel Prize
Answer: Rabindranath Tagore

* Rabindranath Tagore holds the historic distinction of being the first Indian and also the first Asian
to win a Nobel Prize.

* He received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913 for his profoundly sensitive, fresh, and beautiful
poetry, especially showcased in his work “Gitanjali”.

* His work reflected themes such as:

— The relationship between the individual and the divine

— Nature and spirituality

— Human emotions and inner awakening

* He founded Visva-Bharati University in Santiniketan in 1921, promoting a blend of Eastern and
Western learning.

* He composed the national anthems of two nations:

— India: “Jana Gana Mana”

— Bangladesh: “Amar Shonar Bangla”
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OSLO Machado’s daughter Ana accepts Nobel
Peace Prize in her absence

Machados daughter Anaaccepts  qgrat 3% 3 war 3 ga rufRyfa #
Nobel Peace Prize in her absence  Fge wrify RIHR WieR fear

e Machado’s daughter Ana accepts
Nobel Peace Prize in her absence

TATS! Bl 9 T A

Id! U H Ade 2ifd REPR WiHR b

e Venezuelan Opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado’s daughter, Ana Corina Sosa, accepted the
Nobel Peace Prize in Norway on her mother’s behalf
on Wednesday, and said in a speech written by Ms.
Machado that Venezuela shows the world “we must be
willing to fight for freedom”.

AFP

Venezuelan Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado’s daughter,
Ana Corina Sosa, accepted the Nobel Peace Prize in Norway on her
mother’s behalf on Wednesday, and said in a speech written by Ms.
Machado that Venezuela shows the world “we must be willing to
fight for freedom”. AP
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Germany retains the title; India
pips Argentina for bronze

HOCKEY

K. Keerthivasan
CHENNAI

Spain’s Andres Medina
fluffed his chance in the
shootout, and bent down
in agony before being con-
soled by his teammates.

On the other hand, it
was ecstasy for Germany
as teammates rushed to
the goalkeeper Jasper Ditz-
er to celebrate.

It was not the usual
ruthless Germany one wit-
nessed, rather a gritty one.

The defending cham-
pion survived several an-
xious moments in the regu-
lation time (1-1) and then
held its nerve in the shoo-
tout to win the final 3-2 to
clinch its eighth title in the
FIH junior men’s hockey
World Cup at the SDAT-
Mayor Radhakrishnan Sta-
dium here on Wednesday.

Early misses

The shootout saw a nervy
start as both Germany (Jo-
nas von Gersum) and Spain
(Pere Amat) missed.

After German player’s
Justus Warweg’s shot was
saved by keeper Diego Pa-
lomero, Spain scored
through Mario Mena to go
1-0 ahead. Germany equal-
ised through Benedict
Geyer.

With the score reading
2-2, Ben Hasbach scored
for Germany, and when
Medina missed his, it was
curtains for Spain.

Earlier, India came roar-
ing back from being 0-2 to
script a sensational 4-2 vic-
tory over Argentina to bag
the bronze medal.

Stirring fightback
After defeats in the third-
place playoff in 2005, 2021
and 2023, this marked In-
dia’s first bronze medal in
the competition and its
first medal since the gold in
2016.

Incidentally, all of In-
dia’s goals came in the

Memorable moments: The Indian team, above, brought cheer to the home fans by claiming the bronze
while Germany continued its reign with a thrilling victory in the final. R. RAGU

v

It was India’s maiden bronze
medal in the competition and the
first medal since the gold in

2016

With the exciting win, Germany
now has eight titles

fourth quarter of which
three were from penalty
corners.

India scored two bril-
liantly deflected penalty
corner goals; one by Ankit
Pal and the other by Man-
meet Singh.

The third goal, that too

off a PC was a direct drag-
flick conversion by Anmol
Ekka.

India head coach P. R.
Sreejesh said the boys han-
dled the pressure well.

“I felt like [we were] a
different team in the fourth
quarter. It’s a process. You
need to trust your process
first. I told these guys is, if
you can survive this pres-
sure, this is the base.

“It was not easy for
them. But they won the
challenge.

“Because this is what is

going to happen in the fu-
ture. The win happened
because we did our home-
work. We planned everyth-
ing. We had enough
meetings.”

The results:

Final: Germany 1 (Justus
Warweg 25) drew with Spain 1
(Nicolas Mustaros 32). Germany
won the shoootout 3-2.

Bronze medal match : India 4
(Ankit Pal 48-PC, Manmeet Singh
51-PC, Sharda Nand Tiwari 56-PS,
Anmol Ekka-57-PC) bt Argentina 2
(Nicolas Rodriguez 2-PS, Santiago
Fernandez 43).

Germany retains the title; India pips Argentina for bronze

SHI A AT TRHIR @M, R A eI HET B gRIHR S SiidT

Pagel 1
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e Spain’s Andres Medina fluffed his chance in the shootout, and bent down in agony before
being consoled by his teammates.
T & TS AT A Yesm3e & o1 HidhT Tt faaT, iR 3o SHaey gRT Wi G o 9
Ug ag H b Y|

e On the other hand, it was ecstasy for Germany as teammates rushed to the goalkeeper
Jasper Ditzer to celebrate.
IR SR, ST & forw =it &1 &7 U1 i AT MAadh IR JIRWR fEewR & e oy 79 M
¥ fau g

e It was not the usual ruthless Germany one witnessed, rather a gritty one.
g 98 3ATH R STH-T Ta1 o1 o a1 Il €, Sfewh I8 Ueb €¢ et T

e The defending champion survived several anxious moments in the regulation time (1-1) and
then held its nerve in the shootout to win the final 3-2 to clinch its eighth title in the FIH junior
men’s hockey World Cup at the SDAT Mayor Radhakrishnan Stadium here on
Wednesday.

gfdget AT 7 [ T (1-1) B 63 qaquf &on T =1 iR R Yesnse d 3T Iew
TN T SR 3T ai fara Siia= & ol BIs-Td 3-2 F SiidT, ThH3SUd 1R YW gid! [y
®U H, SDAT HIR VUIHUH LIETH H FHaR |

Early misses

LBATC I

e The shootout saw a nervy start as both Germany (Jonas von Gersum) and Spain (Pere
Amat) missed.
J[C ST B! YFHTA qIGYY! X5 Fiifcs STHAT (ST a1 TRGH) 3R T (U SATHI) SH1 A
e T8 fapa

o After German player Justus Warweg’s shot was saved by keeper Diego Palomero, Spain
scored through Mario Mena to go 1-0 ahead.

T RICTS! SIee IRAT B! Ric D MABIIR ST UTATHRY = SR, 3D dIg T A At
BT & HEH F 1-0 BT Sgd T |
¢ Germany equalised through Benedict Geyer.

FHH 3 SfEae TR & H1emH /e Dl

o With the score reading 2-2, Ben Hasbach scored for Germany, and when Medina missed his,
it was curtains for Spain.
WHR 2-2 B W, o 89T A S o g 7 foba, SR Sfa AfEAT = oo M g1 fowan, @
W & fog Wel 1 81 T

e Earlier, India came roaring back from being 0-2 to script a sensational 4-2 victory over
Argentina to bag the bronze medal.

Ugd, YR 0-2 3 10T Fxl GU SHSICHT Dl 4-2 T GIHR B UgH Sl 8 9l g1
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IAF marks 1971 victory
with spectacular flying

display at Mohanbari
iGS | History ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force cele-
brated India’s historic tri-
umph in the 1971 war with
a commemorative event at
the Mohanbari Air Force
Station in Assam on Wed-
nesday, paying an inspir-
ing tribute to the courage
and valour of the armed
forces.

The ceremony was at-
tended by the Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal
A.P. Singh, along with se-
nior military and civilian
dignitaries, veterans, and
enthusiastic youth from

across Assam. The IAF said
a breathtaking flying dis-
play featuring Su-30 MKI,
C-130, Dornier, An-32, Chi-
nook, Mi-17, ALH and
Cheetah aircraft vividly re-
created iconic missions
from the 1971 war, includ-
ing the Tangail Airdrop,
Meghna River Crossing,
and the attack on the Go-
vernor’s House in Dhaka.

As part of the commem-
oration, a seminar on ‘Air
operations during the 1971
war’ brought together air
veterans who shared grip-
ping anecdotes and fir-
sthand experiences from
the conflict.

IAF marks 1971 victory with
spectacular flying display at
Mohanbari

3MSUTW 1 1971 &1 Sfid HI
HigHaTS! d /SR IS WekH &

1Y H41AT

o |AF marks 1971 victory with spectacular

flying display OV _ )
at Mohanbari Ea-e-;-lf_—’;;'_'j:'qa".- v

e The Indian

Air Force celebrated India’s historic triumph in
the 1971 war with a commemorative event at
the Mohanbari Air Force Station in Assam on
Wednesday, paying an inspiring tribute to the
courage and valour of the armed forces.

YR g A1 4 1971 & & T YRA Bt
TR Sfid &1 9% STH & HIgHETS! TR
B € H UIR DI AT T HRS
HIHH & T qATT, ForaH TR 9l & I8
3R WRTHH H) IRUTEGRID SIS & 75 |

e The cere mony was attended by the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh,
along with senior military and civilian dignitaries, veterans, and enthusiastic youth from across

Assam.

TARIE # arg 1 U@, TR A A1kfa €.t g, oy 9= oiR Aries o+ afad, gd

P MR 3T WR F ITE! gaT M gUl

e The IAF said a breathtaking flying display featuring Su-30 MKI, C-130, Dornier, An-32,
Chinook, Mi-17, ALH and Cheetah aircraft vividly recreated iconic missions from the 1971
war, including the Tangail Airdrop, Meghna River Crossing, and the attack on the
Governor’s House in Dhaka.
&%qqcs e[%Tﬁ? Su-30 MKI, C-130, Dornier, An-32, Chinook, Mi-17, ALH 3R Cheetah
AT ) AMER ISH a3 1971 & T S Ufad =l 9 eie TaReTy, AueT 78 UR
HAT, 3R BT | TR §T39 R gHAT &I siidd ¥U 9 TaRfd fa

e As part of the commemoration, a seminar on ‘Air operations during the 1971 war’ brought
together air veterans who shared gripping anecdotes and first-hand experiences from the

conflict.

IR & G & TUH, 1971 & G5 & G a1g, AT TR TH TS SR BT 18
e arg A1 & qd ! 7 g T 9IS e U SR 31U Uges SrHa I U
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The national song debate, a reading between the lines

uch before the celebrations of the
150th year of the national song,
Vande Mataram, on November 7,
2025, one of India’s leading music
directors composed a song woven around the
Vande Mataram tune (the album, Maa Tujhe
Salaam). It was a song that was i

K. Chandru

popular. So, why the sudden focus on Vande
Mataram and a debate in Parliament which saw
accusations that words of the original song were
muted to appease certain sections, and that all
this amounted to a betrayal by the Congress?

The so-called ‘mutilation’ of the song — a line
being peddled by the government of the day —
was part of an official resolution of the Congress
Party’s Working Committee (CWC) meeting in
Calcutta on October 30, 1937. The CWC meeting
had Jawaharlal Nehru chairing the session and
almost all the big stalwarts which included Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, Bhulabhai Desai, Jamnalal Bajaj,
Acharya J.B. Kripalani (General Secretary),
Pattabi Seetharamiah, Rajaji, Acharya Narendra
Dev, Jayaprakash Narayan, and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose in attendance.

The sense of the meeting
Though Mahatma Gandhi was not a member of
the CWC, he was a special invitee and was
finalising the working of the resolution which was
moved by Rajendra Prasad (later, the President of
India) and seconded by Sardar Patel (the Home
Minister in independent India). The resolution
was unanimous: “The Working Committee have
given careful consideration to the question that
has been raised in regard to the Congress anthem
‘Vande Mataram’. This song has a historic
background and has evoked deep enthusiasm
and powerful sentiment in the course of our
struggle for freedom. It has thus acquired a
unique place in the national movement. The
Committee recognize the validity of the
objections raised by Muslim friends to certain
parts of the song. While the Committee have
taken note of such objections in so far as it has
felt justified in doing so, it is unable to go any
further in the matter. The Committee have,
however, came to the conclusion that the first
two stanzas of the song, which alone have been
generally sung on Congress and other public
occasions, should be the only stanzas adopted as
the National Song for the purpose of the Congress
and other public bodies and functions. These two
stanzas are in no sense objectionable even from
the standpoint of those who have raised
objections, and they contain the essence of the
song. The Committee recommend that wherever
the ‘Vande Mataram’ song is sung at national
gatherings, only these two stanzas should be
sung, and the version and music prepared by
Rabindranath Tagore should be followed. The
Committee trust that this decision will remove all
causes of complaint and will have the willing
acceptance of all communities in the country.”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has indirectly
targeted this resolution of the CWC in which even
Sardar Patel was a part of. But has the Prime
Minister realised that he has attacked a spectrum
of national leaders, whose remarks on the song
are being used selectively to try and score points?
‘What was the purpose of debating this in
Parliament? Was it to have a debate on the issue

is retired Judge,
Madras High Court

The
controversy
being sought to
be created now
over Vande
Mataram
makes one
doubt the
intentions of
the present
government

for the second time much after the one in the
Constituent Assembly which sealed the issue?
Composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay,
Vande Mataram was first published in the literary
journal, Bangadarshan, in 1875 and was sung at
the 1896 session of the Congress by Tagore. All
these exercises took place much before the
partition of Bengal.

There is no doubt that the song became the
spirit of all meetings of the national movement
which also had substantial representation by
Muslims also. It was in 1935, when the
Government of India Act was enacted, that
Indians got a chance to participate in the electoral
exercise to get into Provincial Assemblies and the
Central Legislative Assembly. The issue of
participation in the elections held in 1937 had
inner party repercussions. The Congress
captured the Provincial Assemblies. Some were
won by the Muslim League.

When the Congress entered the portals of
power, it also had the duty to ensure a diverse
culture and have Vande Mataram sung at
government functions. The Calcutta session
became the focal point to decide to have the
edited version so that it would have a pan-India
appeal. The song obviously had references to
Hindu goddesses, but if one wanted to ensure the
broader unity of religious groups, a basic
understanding on its theme was essential. It was
this pragmatic decision which made them contest
elections in alliance and continue in the
government for the next two years. In 1939, the
Congress ministries resigned in eight provinces of
British India.

Later, when the Constituent Assembly was
convened and the interim parliament was
doubling as the Constituent Assembly in 1947, it
had 208 Congress members, 73 Muslim League
members, and 15 others. It also had 93 members
nominated from the princely States, giving it a
total of 389 members. After Partition, and the
departure of the Muslim League members from
the Constituent Assembly, there were only 299
members — a majority of them from the Hindu
fold. It will not be out of place to state that the
entry of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was possible when he
was elected from Bengal Assembly by the Muslim
League-dominated Assembly. After Partition, he
could not continue and it was Nehru who made
the decision to make the Bombay Governor
nominate Dr. Ambedkar to the Assembly.

Making a choice
The Constituent Assembly also had ideas of
having a national anthem for the country.
Members were made to listen to three important
songs that were in contention — Vande Mataram,
Sare Jahan Se Achha and Jana Gana Mana.
Though secular in its meaning and set toa
marching tune, Sare Jahan Se Achha was not
picked as the lyricist, Allama Muhammad Igbal,
had become an ardent Pakistan supporter. Even
after the final draft of the Constitution was
adopted in 1949 in the House headed by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and two days before the coming
into force of the Constitution, in 1950, Vande
Mataram was sung in the House by a group.
However, Members were in favour of Jana
Gana Mana, passing a resolution that it would be
the National Song. The Constitution, which has
395 Articles, never referred to any national song

The national song debate, a reading between the lines

St ia 989, ufeal % e T

as part of the constitutional framework. It was
only in 1976, by the 42nd amendment, under
Mrs. Gandhi’s tenure, that a provision was
introduced for a fundamental duty under Article
51A (which also had a clause obligating every
citizen to abide by the Constitution and respect
its ideas and institutions, the National Flag, and
the National Anthem).

It was later, under the Prevention Of Insults To
National Honour Act, 1971, that disrespect to the
National Anthem was made a penal offence. The
Supreme Court of India, in Bijoe Emmanuel vs
State of Kerala, upheld the constitutional rights to
freedom of religion and expression provided that
actions do not disrupt public order or show
disrespect to national symbols.

Despite being a Hindu majority, the
Constituent Assembly selected Jana Gana Mana
as the national anthem and was of the opinion
that Vande Mataram would be the national song
under its adopted version. It is against this
background that one has to view the sudden
ebullition over Vande Mataram with the request
made by those in the ruling party to Members of
Parliament to consider whether they should add
a new fundamental duty under Article 514, to
accord the same respect to Vande Mataram as
Jana Gana Mana.

In 2017, Justice M.V. Muralidharan of the
Madras High Court gave a direction to the Tamil
Nadu School Education Department that schools
must sing Vande Mataram at least once a week,
and crooned in offices once a month. Noting that
the song could also be played in other
government and private establishments at least
once in a month, the judge said that if people felt
that it was too difficult to sing it in Bengali or in
Sanskrit, steps could be taken to translate the
song into Tamil.

The Delhi High Court asked the Government of
India to treat Vande Mataram on a par with the
National Anthem. What is curious is that it was
the same Narendra Modi government that told
the court that both the National Anthem and the
National Song had their sanctity and deserve
equal respect. However, it said that the subject
matter of the proceedings could never be a
subject matter of a writ. The Modi government
defended its position in court against granting
equal legal status to the National Song as the
National Anthem by citing the Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971, which
specifically criminalises disrupting the anthem
but lacks a parallel provision for the National
Song, highlighting the legal distinction.

A deeper reading
The new controversy being sought to be created
now over the National Song, 75 years after it was
settled down by the Constituent Assembly, makes
one doubt the intentions of the the present
government. Is there an agenda to replace the
National Song by a simple resolution of
Parliament akin to the similar exercise done to
cancel the special status of Jammu and Kashmir?
The amount of importance and publicity being
given now to a non-issue certainly makes one to
believe that it could be the next move of the
Narendra Modi government — which is to bring in
a different National Anthem for the country
without disturbing the Constitution of India and
any law to the contrary.
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Debates on Vande Mataram and Historical Context

d¢ TTaRY W 989 3R tfaetRie Ha

Much before the celebrations of the 150th year of the national song, Vande Mataram, on
November 7, 2025, one of India’s leading music directors composed a song woven around
the Vande Mataram tune (the album, Maa Tujhe Salaam).

7 dER 2025 1 4 AR & 1509 9 & 39 F §gd TS, YRA & T Y@ THiid e 3
¢ HIARH 1 Y IR 3eTRd U 1 (Tead |1 gt Iard) S|

It was a song that was immensely popular.

Tg 1id TS Ao gafl

So, why the sudden focus on Vande Mataram and a debate in Parliament which saw
accusations that words of the original song were muted to appease certain sections, and that
all this amounted to a betrayal by the Congress?

@ fhR S/ e AT IR &F 1 3R T9e | 959 i, foreH $RIu @ 7Y fob 7 fid &
B g PO A B G BIA S 10 8T N, AR T o B GRT RATTama S g2

The so-called ‘mutilation’ of the song was part of an official resolution of the Congress
Working Committee (CWC) meeting in Calcutta on October 30, 1937.

i &1 BT fapfasor 30 Sragar 1937 &l Hesgwit 6@ & UGN Uward T fgw
Tl

The CWC meeting had Jawaharlal Nehru chairing the session and stalwarts such as Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Rajendra Prasad, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Bhulabhai Desai,
Jamnalal Bajaj, Acharya J.B. Kripalani, Pattabi Seetharamiah, Rajaji, Acharya Narendra
Dev, Jayaprakash Narayan, Subhas Chandra Bose in attendance.

3T 93F H 31ehel FargIard A3 4 3R R Ued, Weig TS, T 3MTHTe, YaATHTS
ARTIYT, GUTY % 9 Aied 3@ [GHTel Suiyd U

The sense of the meeting
93 BT UG

Though Mahatma Gandhi was not a CWC member, he was a special invitee and was
finalising the resolution moved by Rajendra Prasad and seconded by Sardar Patel.

Tt Tieft cwe & ewr gl 3, dfdh 3 faRty Smifa & oik Yis UHTe gRT SRATiad T
WER Ued gRI SHId URaTd &I 3ifdd ¥ ¢ T8 U1

The resolution was unanimous.

TRATd Fdawfd I OTiRd g |

The Working Committee noted that Vande Mataram had evoked deep enthusiasm and
powerful sentiment in the freedom struggle and had a unique place in the national
movement.

SRR A g fb I AR A TciaIal TUH H T8 UGS SR S8 ST SR g
e & 390! RARE ®IF 81

The Committee recognised valid objections raised by Muslim friends against certain parts
of the song.

I A 1 & $© iR R GRAT GUSH §IRT 3318 715 ATURIEL & arford T

The Committee concluded that only the first two stanzas should be adopted as the National
Song for Congress and other public bodies.

ﬁamm%wmammmmmmﬁu@mww
e S|

These two stanzas were not objectionable to any community and contained the essence of
the song

ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ?@%%ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁqﬁ 3R 7id &1 IR THIRRd HRa A1

The Committee recommended that the version and music prepared by Rabindranath
Tagore should be followed.

A 3 ReR Ft for T R gRT SR TWHR0T 3R Tid o1 UraH fohdr S|
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The Committee trusted the decision would remove all causes of complaint and have the
willing acceptance of all communities.

a1 faym o1 i g Fofa a3l Rerd @ s ok 3t Igert gr1 werd gl
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has indirectly targeted this CWC resolution in which Sardar
Patel was also involved.

wmn;ﬁﬁaﬁz"rﬁ 3UTE ¥ ¥ $H CWC TRATd B! FRIHT 9711 ¢ Forad WReR vee oft
NIIEGR

But his critique also amounts to attacking a vast set of national leaders whose remarks on the
song are being used selectively.

cfd ITP1 I8 T 3 AP AdISH R USR ol &, ! Cwfirdl &1 aa-rers Suant
ERISIRGE

Purpose of debating this in Parliament?

G H 959 BT SE=A?

Was it to reopen the issue long after the Constituent Assembly debate, which had sealed
the matter?

HIT I8 AAU TUT DI 989 & 9gd 916 39 Gg, DI fh I3H & g o1, o 38 ugd 81 ag
o faar ur?

Vande Mataram was composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, published in
Bangadarshan in 1875, and sung at the 1896 Congress session by Tagore.

% HTCRT 3 X S % TEIUTATT 3 3, Tg 1875 F SIGRI § UHIRI 5o iR 1896
FI AR[@RE & STIR gRT T 1|

The song became the spirit of meetings of the national movement, with substantial Muslim
participation.

a5 Md IFT SHaia & d6H! B THT 5 T, Forad G wera & a5t urfterdt <

Political context of 1935-1939

1935-1939 BT IToT-ITdP daH

The 1935 Government of India Act enabled Indians to enter Provincial Assemblies and
the Central Legislative Assembly.

YR M U 1935 7 YRd! & widha fyeuraaureit ok ek fyumdt wur & vaw
BT AR |

The 1937 elections created inner-party repercussions as Congress captured many provinces
and some went to the Muslim League.

1937 TATEI & BN A B3 Uid Sid 3R $& W GIRETd a1 &1 =01 3571

When Congress entered power, it had to ensure diverse culture and decide how Vande
Mataram would be sung at official functions.

T B A § 31T < S TgHIRPIaD Hegld AT BT UT 3R T HAT AT i WY
HRIHAT | d¢ ATARH Y T S|

The Calcutta session became the focal point for deciding an edited version to ensure pan-
India appeal.

AT YA JUICT TRV T IR BT g ST ATl ITBT TdHRART HTHYT 1 35 |
References to Hindu goddesses in the later stanzas required sensitivity to maintain
religious unity.

91¢ & WA 1 fEg ofadl & S & HRT enfifer wapan & forw Sdg-=iadr smaxae ot

This pragmatic decision helped the Congress contest elections in alliance and stay in
government for two years.
%gmmﬁmﬁmﬁmwﬁwasﬁﬁ?aaﬁwwﬁaﬁwﬁﬁm

I

In 1939, Congress ministries resigned in eight provinces.

1939 H ST HATTT 7 TS Wit A TN ¢ e
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Constituent Assemblx developments

TfIU FUT BT geAe

The Constituent Assembly of 1947 initially had 389 members — 208 Congress, 73 Muslim
League, 15 others, and 93 princely states nominees.

1947 ! Ay U1 B URY & 389 T 3—208 FHiU, 73 TfTaw o7, 15 34, 37k 93
fraraal & e

After Partition, only 299 members remained, mostly from the Hindu fold.
faUTeH & 91g dad 299 Few 94, foFH sifdniz fig wqera 9 41

Entry of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was possible when he was elected from Bengal Assembly by a
Muslim League—dominated House.

ST, d1.3/R. IASHR HT TaAY qd THJ g3 91a  Gfeaw T gurdt st ey & fFHaffad
Y

After Partition, he could not continue, and Nehru arranged his nomination through the
Bombay Governor.

AU & 91g I7T & BT THT TeT U, THAT A= A aF TG} & ATHH | IIhT
IS AT b

Making a choice

AT HAT

The Constituent Assembly also had ideas of having a national anthem for the country.

G YHT & U 4 b 7T Ueb APT T 3T b =R 47t U

Members were made to listen to three important songs that were in contention — Vande
Mataram, Sare Jahan Se Achha and Jana Gana Mana. ]

et ! Ui | Xg o Hgaqul 1id AT T — 4 ATaRH, IR S8l o SreaT 3R o
0T {1 |

Though secular in its meaning and set to a marching tune, Sare Jahan Se Achha was not
picked as the lyricist, Allama Muhammad Igbal, had become an ardent Pakistan supporter.

T 397 ot H A1 U T erffRuer iR Wil ¢ R Je g, R ot IR o7 | 3rsT1 Hl
TR1 AT T <Rl TR SHewTHT AIgHIG SHaTd U DR Ulcb qHeh o b 3|

Even after the final draft of the Constitution was adopted in 1949 in the House headed by Dr.
Rajendra Prasad and two days before the coming into force of the Constitution, in 1950,
Vande Mataram was sung in the House by a group.

Tg1 a% s WU & 1949 & 3ifaH IR &1 ST, IS URATG B ST et TUT H SO &
g 3R Wfau™ & AR M ¥ & 3 Ugd, 1950 T, U THg GRT dS ATaRH & GHT & 1711 77 |
However, Members were in favour of Jana Gana Mana, passing a resolution that it would be
the National Song.

BTeilics, Fa”l 3 S 0T A & el H Wira Uik foban fob @t gt w1 g

The Constitution, which has 395 Articles, never referred to any national song as part of the
constitutional framework.

e, R 395 argede €, 7 fbalt oft gty v &1 IR gl & RW & wud Iwa
Ft 7T T

It was only in 1976, by the 42nd amendment, under Mrs. Gandhi’s tenure, that a provision
was introduced for a fundamental duty under Article 51A (which also had a clause obligating
every citizen to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideas and institutions, the National
Flag, and the National Anthem).

FacT 1976 T, 423 TNYA gR1, AR Meh & Frfe T, 3T 51A Sl U qa Fd
BT UIGYH ST 77 (R R AR 1 TfAeT BT UTer PR 3R 39 faaR! g IR, g
ol 3R PTG T BT THH B BT @ i =2 )|

It was later, under the Prevention Of Insults To National Honour Act, 1971, that disrespect
to the National Anthem was made a penal offence.

Te H, AR TR AT fAaror sifferas, 1971 & Tgd, I T & Ul =T B!
TSI SURTY T T
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e The Supreme Court of India, in Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala, upheld the
constitutional rights to freedom of religion and expression provided that actions do not disrupt
public order or show disrespect to national symbols.

e |tis against this background that one has to view the sudden ebullition over Vande Mataram
with the request made by those in the ruling party to Members of Parliament to consider
whether they should add a new fundamental duty under Article 51A, to accord the same
respect to Vande Mataram as Jana Gana Mana.

U gRYH § I8 SAM® 30! gadd ¢l dlg¥ [ Teg ad & $3 Al - 49e gasll 9
SR b § T 1 3% Srgede 51A & Siaid U 71 ol oo Sig dlig dlids da HIaRy
1 S 0T 7 & GH T a1 o 9o |

e In 2017, Justice M.V. Muralidharan of the Madras High Court gave a direction to the Tamil
Nadu School Education Department that schools must sing Vande Mataram at least once a
week, and crooned in offices once a month.

2017 ¥, HSTH I <ARITAT & AR[d TH.4Y. GRATR A qiaHrg faeme Rie faum o
A foa fs Tt & FH & F1 AwTe § TP IR a8 UIaRH T 918y, SR Srafedl & 7
T T IR TAHMT ATl

¢ Noting that the song could also be played in other government and private establishments at
least once in a month, the judge said that if people felt that it was too difficult to sing it in
Bengali or in Sanskrit, steps could be taken to translate the song into Tamil.

e FRd g fb Ta BT 30 WBRY 3R Foh Feyraft 7 ot o1 ¥ o7 7 o U SR ool off
T 5, AT 3 e fos A AT ey vd § 3 39 Sl a1 Wpa B I i3 €, 1 39
aftrer & srare aRA & IUT fod S Tahd & |

o The Delhi High Court asked the Government of India to treat Vande Mataram on a par with
the National Anthem.
faeeft S= =raTerd A YR WHR J SRIY b fob d¢ AIARH b1 AP M & GHebal HHT
g |

e What is curious is that it was the same Narendra Modi government that told the court that
both the National Anthem and the National Song had their sanctity and deserve equal
respect.
%gawam%%%aﬁﬂ?ﬁaﬁwaﬁimﬁ SfeTed 1 gar 3 PR T SR g T
G 1 UfderdT & SR Gl $1 GHM T e a1

e However, it said that the subject matter of the proceedings could never be a subject matter of
a writ.
BTl WRBR A Bl [ 50 T 31 ufshan w2t e o1 fawa 18T 97 Favdit|

e The Modi government defended its position in court against granting equal legal status to the
National Song as the National Anthem by citing the Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971, which specifically criminalises disrupting the anthem but lacks a parallel
provision for the National Song, highlighting the legal distinction.
A R 7 srrerd & AT T Bl AT 7T & THH BT goll o & [3eeg st R 1
FA1d B gU AR SR YA FHaror fufray, 1971 &1 garan faar, St foviy 9 9 =
%ggdu—i ST BT § TR AP Md & T G0 Urae et 3@, o St fretar Ty

I
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lllegal immigrants will be deported, says Shah

33y yariyal Y 321 A 918 fhaT ST, 2g A BT

Page 18

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Haryana doctors defy ESMA
ST STdex ESMA BT g $d &

Bodoland council chief backs ST status for six communities in Assam

but with a rider

disics URYE U@ A 3 A # B8 "qardl & g ST g &1 wqdF fa,

afpd TP od & 1y

SC says contempt power not ‘personal armour’ for judges

SC ®gdl ¢ & saam =1 & wfeq Irdh=n & o cafer g saa a8 @

A verdict that is an abdication of judicial function

o fAvla s =nfe &rd &1 uian 8

Illegal immigrants will be deported, says Shah

Some families are generational vote chors, Home
Minister says during discussion on poll reforms

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he National Demo-
I cratic Alliance go-
vernment will “de-

tect, delete and deport”
illegal immigrants from the
country, Union Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah said on
Wednesday, as the Lok
Sabha witnessed a face-off
during a discussion on
electoral reforms, leading
to an Opposition walkout.

Mr. Shah used his
speech to respond to ques-
tions asked by Leader of
the Opposition (LoP) Rahul
Gandhi during the discus-
sion on electoral reforms,
which began on Tuesday
and has largely focused on
the contentious special in-
tensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls announced
by the Election Commis-
sion in June.

A combative Home Mi-
nister accused Mr. Gandhi
of trying to spread false-
hoods through his claims
of “vote chori [theft]”, ad-
ding that “some families”
were “generational vote
chors [thieves]”. He also

accused Opposition parties
of objecting to the SIR be-
cause they want to keep
“infiltrators” on the electo-
ral rolls.

When Mr. Shah spoke
about the EC’s clarifica-
tions on the LoP’s allega-
tions of malpractice in the
Haryana elections, Mr.
Gandhi challenged him to
a debate on the allegations.
The Congress leader asked
the Home Minister to res-
pond to the questions he
had asked on the first day
of the debate about why
Election Commissioners
(ECs) were granted im-
munity from prosecution
under the 2023 law on the
appointment of ECs and
Chief Election
Commissioners.

At this, Mr. Shah said
that while he would res-
pond to all questions
raised by the LoP, nobody
could dictate in which or-
der he would speak. “I will
decide the order of my top-
ics and not him,” he said.

Mr. Gandhi responded
by saying that the Home
Minister was defensive and
looked like a worried man.

Rahul asks Shah to answer question on immunity
from prosecution given to Election Commissioners

QQ Can any country remain

safe if the Prime Minister
and the Chief Minister is decided
by infiltrators? Should one voter

have vote at more than one place?
Can dead people have their names
ust purifying
clectoral rolls... We

in voter lists? This

S )

He later reiterated his
claim outside the House af-
ter the walkout, insisting
that Mr. Shah had not res-
ponded to any of his
questions.

Inside the House, Mr.
Shah replied that he would
not be provoked, adding
that vote chori actually
happens when the peo-
ple’s mandate is defied.

“No infiltrators’

Sparks flew as the Home
Minister alleged that the in-
tention of the Opposition

AMIT SHAH
Home Minister

is ridiculous

RAHUL GANDHI

Congress leader,
inan X post

was to keep the names of
foreign infiltrators in the
electoral rolls.

After the Opposition
walked out, Mr. Shah res-
ponded, saying: “Even if
they walk out 200 times,
we will not allow even a
single infiltrator.”

The NDA government’s
motto is to “detect, delete
and deport” using consti-
tutional provisions, he
said, declaring those three
words in English during a
speech which was other-
wise in Hindi.

QQ Not a single word on providing
digital, machine-readable,
transparent voter rolls: no response on
BIP leaders keeping and casting votes
in multiple States; no response even

on removing the CJ1 from the selection
process [of ECs|: absurd response on
granting immunity to the
EC; the excuse for not
providing CCTV footage

“Their [Opposition] pol-
icy on the other hand is to
normalise infiltrators and
then formalise them into
voter lists,” Mr. Shah said.

He claimed that the Op-
position had spread sever-
al untruths about the SIR
over the last four and a half
months. The EC has a con-
stitutional mandate to pre-
pare clean electoral rolls
under Article 326 of the
Constitution, he said. “The
first SIR was carried out in
1952 when Jawaharlal Neh-
ru was Prime Minister.

From 1952 to 2004, no par-
ty opposed SIR as it is the
process to prepare a tran-
sparent electoral roll” he
said. The Opposition is fine
with electoral rolls and the
EC when they win elec-
tions and only have pro-
blems with them when
they lose, Mr. Shah said.

Giving a list of elections
lost by the BJP since 2014,
he said, “We have lost
more elections than we
have won. We have never
blamed the EC. Since 2014,
we have won 44 elections
and the Opposition has
won 30. If the voter list is
wrong, then why did you
take oath?”

‘Purifying poll rolls*

Mr. Shah pointed out that,
when the LoP is saying that
voter lists are not correct
and they should be correct-
ed, the SIR is aimed at ex-
actly that.

“Can any country re-
main safe if who will be the
Prime Minister and who
will be the Chief Minister is
decided by infiltrators?
Should one voter have vote
at more than one place?

Opposition wants to keep names of infiltrators in
poll rolls, says Shah; Opposition stages walk out

Can dead people have their
names in voter lists? This is
just purifying electoral
rolls. I agree that some pol-
itical parties would be af-
fected with this,” he said.
“We have to decide wheth-
er while electing a govern-
ment, a foreigner has the
the right to vote or not,” he
added.

On the issue of the Chief
Justice of India not being
included in the panel for
the selection of the CEC
and ECs as suggested by
the Supreme Court, Mr.
Shah pointed out that for
73 years, there was no law
for appointment of ECs,
and the Prime Minister
would do it himself.

The law was made in
2023 when the top court
said that the selection pro-
cess of the ECs should be
more transparent, he said.
Responding to the LoP’s
complaint that the Opposi-
tion had only 33% share as
against the government in
the panel, Mr. Shah said:
“At least they have that
much share; in their time,

we [the then-Opposition] _

had none.”

lllegal immigrants will be deported, says Shah
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e The Congress leader asked the Home Minister to respond to the questions he had asked on
the first day of the debate about why Election Commissioners (ECs) were granted immunity
from prosecution under the 2023 law on the appointment of ECs and Chief Election
Commissioners.

The EC has a constitutional mandate to prepare clean electoral rolls under Article 326
of the Constitution, he said.

IR el b TG ST b UI SR ¥ Sgede 326 & o W Aaer O JuR 33 &
FauTe ifeR Bl

e “The first SIR was carried out in 1952 when Jawaharlal Nehru was Prime Minister.
Ugdl SIR 1952 H fosdl 1T T 9id SaTgRard Age yuHaE g1

e From 1952 to 2004, no party opposed SIR as it is the process to prepare a transparent
electoral roll,” he said.

1952 |/ 2004 I fddt urdf A SIR &1 faRty =16t v aifeh g R Haemr Pt daR &=
&1 Ufha1 8,” ITH BT

e On the issue of the Chief Justice of India not being included in the panel for the selection of
the CEC and ECs as suggested by the Supreme Court, Mr. Shah pointed out that for 73
years, there was no law for appomtment of ECs, and the Prime Minister would do it himself.

3R S @t Fgfaa & fore o ic gRT TC Ud § YRd & G-I Ui &1
A A 5T oM & e, IR 18 A 911 6 73 a9 aob g a&ﬁﬁﬁg@%ﬁaﬂéw
Tt o1, 3R Yy W9 I8 Hvd
e The law was made in 2023 when the top court said that the selection process of the ECs
should be more transparent, he said.

Haryana doctors defy ESMA
gIRATUT STdey ESMA &T Iewg-
AT

¢ Haryana doctors defy ESMA to go on
inde nite stir seeking better promotions and

Haryana doctors defy ESMA
to go on indefinite stir seeking

better promotions and wages
GS Il: Poiity

_ The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Despite the Haryana go-
vernment invoking Essen-
tial Services Maintenance
Act (ESMA) to prohibit the
strike by the medical staff
for six months, the govern-
ment doctors on Wednes-
day extended their ongo-
ing two-day strike for an
indefinite period, shutting
down all OPD, emergency
and post-mortem services
across the State. Around
3,000 doctors are taking
part in the protests.
Holding the strike under
the aegis of Haryana Civil
Medical Services Associa-
tion (HCMSA), the striking
doctors demanded the
scrapping of direct ap-
pointment of Senior Medi-
cal Officers to provide
them more promotion op-
portunities and four As-
sured Career Progression
(ACP) increments at par

Panems wait in a queue at the Civil Hospntal in Gurugram on
Monday as Haryana government doctors intensified their strike. PTI

with the doctors in the
Central government ser-
vice and in States like Bihar
in the fourth, ninth, 13th,
and 20th year of service.
They are currently paid
three ACP increments in
the fifth, 10th, and 15th
year of service.

HCMSA president Ra-
jesh Khyalia, SMO, Panch-
kula, who sat on a fast-un-
do-death strike along with
two more doctors on Wed-
nesday, told The Hindu ov-

faRty o =nfire g1

e Holding the strike under the aegis of Haryana Civil Medical Services Association (HCMSA),
the striking doctors demanded the scrapping of direct appointment of Senior Medical O« cers

er phone that both de-
mands were agreed upon
by the Chief Minister in Ju-
ly last year after a similar
protest, but were yet to be
implemented.

State Health Minister
Aarti Singh Rao said the go-
vernment was ready for
discussion to resolve the
pending and legitimate de-
mands of the HCMSA.

She appealed to all strik-
ing doctors to join their du-
ties.

wages

TRATON & Slaex IgaR UG 3R I B AR
Hd gU ATYaPIeN gsdrd )R 7Y, ESMA
DI aga B

¢ Despite the Haryana government invoking
Essential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA)
to prohibit the strike by the medical staffs for
six months, the government doctors on
Wednesday extended their ongoing two-day
strike for an indefinite period, shutting down all
OPD, emergency and post-mortem services
across the State. Around 3,000 doctors are
taking part in the protests.

AT WREHR gRT ASHA WP &! gaard DI
TE HeH & oY P+ o] Essential Services
Maintenance Act (ESMA) A &R & ,
BT Slaex] A FUAR B U AIRT l-Gad
gsad &1 SfAf¥aeTa & foru 9er faar, e
e R H gt SIS, smaraeeTent 3R
UReHIET /AT S 37| TRTHT 3,000 STaex
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to provide them more promotion opportunities and four Assured Career Progression (ACP)

Bodoland council chief backs ST status for
six communities in Assam but with a rider

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Assam’s Bodoland Territo-
rial Council (BTC) has con-
ditionally agreed to the go-
vernment granting
Scheduled Tribe (ST) sta-
tus to six communities liv-
ing in the area it governs.

“We have no objection if
the six communities are
granted ST status, but
there should not be any
sub-categorisation,” Hagra-
ma Mohilary, the head of
BTC, said after chairing a
high-level meeting on
Wednesday.

The six communities are
Adivasis (also known as
Tea Tribes), Chutia, Koch-
Rajbongshi, Matak, Moran,
and Tai Ahom. Some of
these communities are
considerably populous in
the five districts that the

increments at par with the doctors in the Central govemment service and in States like Bihar

-

No objection to ST tag for six communities but there should not be

any sub-categorisation, said BTC chief Hagrama Mohilary. FILE PHOTO

BTC administers.

Mr. Mohilary said the ST
(Plain), ST (Hill), and ST
(Valley)  sub-categories,
suggested by the Group of
Ministers in its report ta-
bled in the 126-member As-
sembly on November 29,
should not apply to areas
under the BTC. “We will
formally communicate our
stand to the Centre and the

Registrar General of India,”
he said. Earlier, he said
there should be no pro-
blem with the ST tag for
more communities if it
does not eat into the rights
and privileges of the exist-
ing tribes.

Under pressure
He has been under pres-
sure from the All Bodo Stu-

in the fourth, ninth, 13th, and 20th year of service.

arider

digids uikug W 7 oW | B8 WHeri & fae sT gl &1 wadq foa, afea

TS Td & 1Y

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

dents’ Union and other tri-
bal organisations for the
council’s stand on the
issue.

On Tuesday, leaders of
the All Tai Ahom Students’
Union reviewed the minis-
terial report on the ST tag
for six communities and
decided to analyse the new
category of recommended
tribes — ST (Valley).

“This category must be
analysed carefully before
we arrive at any conclu-
sion. The recommenda-
tions could impact the so-
cial, cultural, and political
rights of future genera-
tions,” union leader Basan-
ta Gogoi said.

He said community
members should not rush
into accepting or rejecting
the proposal without first
understanding its implica-
tions.
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e Bodoland council chief backs ST status for six communities in Assam but with a rider

%@%Wu&@#mﬁ%m%%nﬂaﬁéﬁmwﬁm,ﬁmww
|

e Assam’s Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) has conditionally agreed to the government
granting Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to six communities living in the area it govems.
3T ) S ias eReifvad Efa (BTC) 7 3ot W & ek 38t T8 TR
SGRIA ST (ST) 1 &9l &1 UR RTal & |1 YgHfd ad &t g |

¢ “We have no objection if the six communities are granted ST status, but there should not be
any sub-categorisation,” Hagrama Mohilary, the head of BTC, said after chairing a high-level
meeting on Wednesday.

BTC T T AIRARY A §UAR &) Uh SR S P {eerdl - & §IG Pgl, “BH
BE YYE! &I ST il 3 W Pig MU &1 7, AT Iu-gufiewwor 761 g1 anfee 1’

e The six communities are Adivasis (also known as Tea Tribes), Chutia, Koch-Rajbongshi,
Matak, Moran, and Tai Ahom. Some of these communities are considerably populous in the
five districts that the BTC administers.

3 B JHaN Snfearst (& gres), gfean, PIa-Ieai T, Jae, HRH SR d18 e 5 |
T4 Vo G BTC gRI URIRI Ut forel 8 9 aare) & &0 & Avg 2

e Mr. Mohilary said the ST (Plain), ST (Hill), and ST (Valley) sub-categories, suggested by the
Group of Ministers in its report tabled in the 126-member Assembly on November 29, should
not apply to areas under the BTC.

- &gl fob HE & T¥g GRT 20 AR Bl 126 YR fAUTHHT H Ugd RUld # g
T3 ST (Plain), ST (Hill) 3R ST (Valley) IU-9f0raf BTC &3 W @] 78} 81! a1igu|

o “We will formally communicate our stand to the Centre and the Registrar General of India,” he
said. Earlier, he said there should be no problem with the ST tag for more communities if it
does not eat into the rights and privileges of the existing tribes.

I e, “TH 307 3G Pl YRS TU J $g 3R YR P HGT-UsYD Bl JRId B3 17
TN Ugd 3811 BT UT b fe 7U TRl &1 ST &o1l o I His[gT ieifadl & SHRHRI )R
THTE g USdl &, dl ST By 99 -Ta g

Under pressure

odid

e He has been under pressure from the All Bodo Students’ Union and other tribal
organisations for the council’s stand on the issue.

%ﬂ%gﬂﬁﬂﬁ%mﬁ@mwwaﬁﬁﬁwmaﬁ?mwmw
qEa T Bl

e On Tuesday, leaders of the All Tai Ahom Students’ Union reviewed the ministerial report on
the ST tag for six communities and decided to analyse the new category of recommended
tribes — ST (Valley).

AR I e A5 TG TS ed & Aa1sit 7 B YNl & forw ST of W w=h uug
F} RO &) Tefien F o7k G TS 75 Aoff — ST (Valley) — BT FIRAUT 3 BT et fbam|

e “This category must be analysed carefully before we arrive at any conclusion. The
recommendations could impact the social, cultural, and political rights of future generations,”
union leader Basanta Gogoi said.

TS & AT FEdT TN A e, “fht 1t s R ugem 9 ugd 39 907 &1 Araurigd®
fa=Quur o1 sravaed g1 A RIS o arelt Hifeat & wraifire, Wikpfas iR Ierifas
SfUPRY H I HR Jahelt 6 I”

e He said community members should not rush into accepting or rejecting the proposal without
first understanding its implications.

I2H B8 % T & Yol o! 9% YHTE! P THS! f1 U9 &1 Secarsll | WeR a1
GRS 8] DT AR
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SC says contempt power not
‘personal armour’ for judges

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Observing that the power
to punish for criminal con-
tempt is not a “personal ar-
mour” for judges to stifle
criticism, the Supreme
Court on Wednesday set
aside an April 23 order of
the Bombay High Court
that had held a Navi Mum-
bai woman guilty of crimi-
nal contempt and sen-
tenced her to one week’s
simple imprisonment for
circulating a housing socie-
ty notice referring to judg-
es as part of a “dog mafia”
A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta noted that the wo-
man had expressed uncon-
ditional remorse at the ear-
liest stage and had
tendered an unqualified
apology for her conduct.
“In exercise of con-
tempt jurisdiction, courts
must remain conscious

that this power is not a per-
sonal armour for judges,
nor a sword to silence crit-
icism. After all, it requires
fortitude to acknowledge
contrition for one’s lapse,
and an even greater virtue
to extend forgiveness to
the erring”, the ruling said.

The judges further ob-
served that a holistic read-
ing of Section 12 of the Con-
tempt of Courts Act, 1971
(1971 Act), makes it clear
that the provision not only
authorises the imposition
of punishment but also ex-
pressly preserves the
court’s power to remit it.
This discretion, the Bench
underscored, survives
even after a finding of guilt
and the award of punish-
ment.

“The statutory scheme
is thus clear, once repen-
tance is demonstrated, the
court may act with magna-
nimity. However, the apol-
ogy must satisfy the judi-

cial conscience of the
court, which is required to
exercise this discretion
judiciously”, it said.

Earlier, the High Court
had taken suo motu cogni-
sance of a circular issued in
January by the woman, Vi-
neeta Srinandan, cultural
director of Mumbai’s Sea-
woods Estates Limited,
noting that the remarks it
contained were intended
to obstruct the administra-
tion of justice and interfere
with the due course of jud-
icial proceedings.

It held that the circular
carried “serious insinua-
tions” against judges of the
High Court and the Su-
preme Court, and rejected
Ms. Srinandan’s conten-
tion that she was unaware
of the implications of issu-
ing such remarks. It had
declined to accept her
apology, finding that it did
not demonstrate contri-
tion or genuine remorse.

SC says contempt power not ‘personal armour’ for judges

SC ®gdl ¢ f& sraam =1 & Ffed Irdh=n & o afe g saa a8 @

e SC says contempt power not ‘personal armour’ for judges
SC HEdl e b a1 3 e et & o afdara waa 78 §

e Observing that the power to punish for criminal contempt is not a “personal armour” for
judges to stifle criticism, the Supreme Court on Wednesday set aside an April 23 order of
the Bombay High Court that had held a Navi Mumbai woman guilty of criminal contempt
and sentenced her to one week’s simple imprisonment for circulating a housing society notice
referring to judges as part of a “dog mafia.”

g ¢d gU b ATIRTIIG SIaHT=AT &1 il & o1 ok Yrneh=i & forw 1= &1 gaF &1
AT Hae el 8, A PI 7 FUAR Bl 23 30 & SIS 8T8 DI B 3N Pl IE B
e, foram 7t gas &t ue Aieen o1 SRS SaHT=1 BT I} 38R AT 3R 39 U Te
& TRA HRIGY B ol < At Fiifcs IT Teb IR Gt e ganid foban ot foras
=T B ST HIfthAT T fgedT Sdrn 7T T

e A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta noted that the woman had expressed
unconditional remorse at the earliest stage and had tendered an unqualified apology for her
conduct.
rfd faspw ATy 3R | Agar o1 0ie A e fan & afiger 3 urfNe wRor & famr
U aTdl ad o T 3R U 3MTeRUT & for o =it At & o

¢ “In exercise of contempt jurisdiction, courts must remain conscious that this power is not a
personal armour for judges, nor a sword to silence criticism. After all, it requires fortitude to
acknowledge contrition for one’s lapse, and an even greater virtue to extend forgiveness to
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the erring”, the ruling said.

THaa | gl T, “STHTAT PR &F HT YA HRd THT feTad! b I8 Tad Ie-1 Iy i
Tg Qi =mnehent & foe safadra waa et €, 3R 7 8 M= & g0 &M &1 dadR g
SMRRBR, 3T T THR I & forg & &t Sazesan g1t 8, 3R Tl = dTd B &
31 & e 3T oft g1 g Trfgu

The judges further observed that a holistic reading of Section 12 of the Contempt of Courts
Act, 1971 (1971 Act), makes it clear that the provision not only authorises the imposition of
punishment but also expressly preserves the court’s power to remit it.

iR A S T fob SrgTerdl @t STaHTAAT SHRIFTAH, 1971 BT URT 12 &1 GHY 30T U8
Y FRAT § % T8 WIGUH 7 Had Tl & BT AYBR <1 § Sfewh STaTad bl Foll I A Bt
Tfdd off Wy w0 F WRied @ gl

This discretion, the Bench underscored, survives even after a finding of guilt and the award of
punishment.

e A gifdhd e i a5 faaaieR q Rig 81 ¢ik woll fat M & &g f o1 Bt &
“The statutory scheme is thus clear, once repentance is demonstrated, the court may act with
magnanimity. However, the apology must satisfy the judicial conscience of the court, which
is required to exercise this discretion judiciously”, it said.

I e, ‘S ¢ WP 8, T IR UL YeRRid 8 STy, o srererd SaRal fa wahd] 21
gTeifep, W@w%mﬁﬁmaﬁwmw,mwmmw
IUGHT BAT i

Earlier, the High Court had taken suo motu cognisance of a circular issued in January by
the woman, Vineeta Srinandan, cultural director of Mumbai’'s Seawoods Estates Limited,
noting that the remarks it contained were intended to obstruct the administration of justice and
interfere with the due course of judicial proceedings.
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It held that the circular carried “serious insinuations” against judges of the High Court and the
Supreme Court, and rejected Ms. Srinandan’s contention that she was unaware of the
implications of issuing such remarks. It had declined to accept her apology, finding that it did
not demonstrate contrition or genuine remorse.

DI A gl fb HaR H 8T8 Bic AR WA B & e & fgars iR oo 9, 3k goft
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Averdict that is an abdication of judicial function
os lpoiy  JRVOE

16th Presidential Reference has been

criticised and praised in equal measure,
with the repercussions from this verdict analysed
threadbare. The core issue concerns the fixing of
timelines to the functions of high constitutional
authorities. While the reasoning in the judgment
signals judicial deference to the written
constitutional language, it also comes across as an
abdication of the ultimate judicial function: to
interpret the Constitution in accordance with the
changing times. Such hesitation does not bode
well for a court that is endowed with tremendous
constitutional powers of judicial review.

It is common knowledge that the Constitution
of India is silent when it comes to prescribing
timelines for the actions contemplated to be
exercised by various authorities such as the
President of India, Governors of States and
Speakers of the Houses. Take the case of Speakers
— in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies:
among other duties, they are mandated to
perform the role of a quasijudicial tribunal to
decide the defection of elected members. This
power is provided under the Tenth Schedule to
the Constitution, but there is no timeline
specified for completion of defection
proceedings.

T he judgment of the Supreme Court in the

An anomaly
This gives rise to a constitutional anomaly. While
the term of the Assembly and Parliament is fixed
as five years, the non-stipulation of a time-period
for deciding a defection petition means that,
theoretically, the tenure of the elected member
could expire without the member ever facing the
lawful consequence for committing the wrong of
defection.

In the recent past, this anomaly has played
itself out in a number of States, thereby

is a spokesperson of
the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam and an
advocate practising
before the Madras
High Court

The hesitation
of the top court
to mandate or
develop a
time-frame for
constitutional
functionaries
will impinge on
constitutional
morality

effectively defeating the very ideals that led to the
inclusion of the anti-defection law.

Similarly, the actions of Governors in
withholding the legislative businesses have led to
a number of disputes. This surely could not have
been the intent of the Constitution or its drafters
in providing for gubernatorial functions. The
question here is not whether Governors have the
power to return the Bills to the Government for
reconsideration. It is whether Governors can sit
on duly passed legislative business without any
regard for time and effectively nullify a validly
enacted law. The answer is in the negative. Only
constitutional courts have been granted the
power to strike down legislative and executive
actions if they are found to be ultra vires.

The irony in the verdict

Ironically, the verdict in the Presidential
Reference leans in favour of not imposing any
timelines. The judgment argues that the
constitutional design did not include or prescribe
any timeline in Article 200, and therefore
discourages any such stipulation for
constitutional functionaries. This has the effect of
upholding the actions of Governors in practically
blocking the laws passed by elected State
Assemblies. This amounts to more than just
ceding of their judicial review powers to the
Governors. It fails to apprehend how the
Constitution can be thwarted to achieve ends that
are inimical to its own founding ideals. In this
regard, the Court ought to have interpreted the
silence within the Constitution in a manner that
would have safeguarded its morality.

Speaking on November 4, 1948, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar made his now famous plea for
constitutional morality to be imbibed into the
foundational document of the soon-to-be
Republic and ultimately, be diffused among its

A verdict that is an abdication of judicial function
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Supreme Court judgment and time
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citizens. This speech and its reference to the
doctrine of constitutional morality have gained in
judicial significance in the recent past. Landmark
progressive judgments in the cases dealing with
the entry of women into Sabarimala Temple and
around LGBTQIA+ rights have borrowed this
concept heavily to interpret the constitutional
text in a manner that is in line with public
conscience.

A pointer

Dr. Ambedkar’s plea for constitutional morality
came coupled with a strongly worded advisory
for future courts. He explained how a “form of
administration has a close connection with the
form of the Constitution”. He warned that it
would be possible to pervert the Constitution by
merely changing the form of administration. The
practice of Speakers not ruling on defections and
Governors sitting on Bills beyond the tenure of
the Assembly are textbook examples of
constitutional perversion.

The question of how much detail could be
added into the Constitution certainly weighed
heavily on Dr. Ambedkar’s mind for he
considered that there was a risk of omitting the
details of administration from the document and
leaving it to legislatures. However, he trusted
successive generations of the Republic and its
courts to ensure that the founding principles
were not compromised.

Seen whichever way, the hesitation of the
Court to mandate or develop a time-frame for
constitutional functionaries can only lead to
self-defeating outcomes. Such repercussions are
likely to defeat the founding ideals of the
Constitution itself. It is, also, a timely reminder of
how the principles of constitutional morality — as
envisaged by Dr. Ambedkar — have still to diffuse
sufficiently amongst us.

The judgment of the Supreme Court in the 16th Presidential Reference has been criticised
and praised in equal measure, with the repercussions from this verdict analysed threadbare.

B & 169 ISR Yp¥a § few e Fufy Bt gam w0 § e SR u=iEngs @,
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The core issue concerns the fixing of timelines to the functions of high constitutional

authorities.

Td Og1 3 HauTHes SifAIRal & 1l & fod gua-iwmai & AuRor 3 Sefa g1
While the reasoning in the judgment signals judicial deference to the written constitutional

language, it also comes across as an abdication of the ultimate judicial function: to interpret
the Constitution in accordance with the changing times.

et 34 fvfg & fafed Haufe v & ufd =nie e @S 31 8, 981 I8 gata <uiiie
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Such hesitation does not bode well for a court that is endowed with tremendous constitutional
powers of judicial review.

T e ! eafdharee 39 semed & fo Yu 18T § o sarues daenfe wifdaar srufa
Hf$Rra ey ueH 31 7% B

It is common knowledge that the Constitution of India is silent when it comes to prescribing
timelines for the actions contemplated to be exercised by various authorities such as the

President of India, Governors of States and Speakers of the Houses.
g I I & [ UIRa o1 dfaem 3 s wifdeRon S 4R & , TS0l &
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Take the case of Speakers — in Parliament and Legislative Assemblies: among other duties,
they are mandated to perform the role of a quasi-judicial tribunal to decide the defection of
elected members.

Wl & AHd B of — T IR fFurayTel &: oFg wda & -1y 39 R FHalfd gewt
& SRIAIG/TICT BIS & HHA! BT U T 8 U BIN--ATAP SIRIHT BT YHBT FTUH HT
R g1

This power is provided under the Tenth Schedule to the Constitution, but there is no timeline
specified for completion of defection proceedings.
%ﬁﬁmﬁwﬁmg%a@amﬁﬂ%% R 3TEie/uel Bie B Briael I
A & fou w1 arg-fra Ay e 7

An anomaly

0

This gives rise to a constitutional anomaly.

T U FauTe faRimfar 3o gt 31

While the term of the Assembly and Parliament is fixed as five years, the non-stipulation of a
time-period for deciding a defection petition means that, theoretically, the tenure of the
elected member could expire without the member ever facing the lawful consequence for
committing the wrong of defection.

TRl fae T SR TUG @1 oafy ura 9 Mefid 7, 981 Sersie afeet & fMuer & foe ava-
1 71 811 &1 ol 11 © i Asii<ie = ¥ Faffad Wawd &1 oiafd 99T 81 uahah & i1 30
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In the recent past, this anomaly has played itself out in a number of States, thereby effectively
defeating the very ideals that led to the inclusion of the anti-defection law.

B & 0 ¥ T8 IR s, 1) H 21 W61 8, o a8 Ryl o e&-shaR= o &
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Similarly, the actions of Governors in withholding the legislative business have led to a
number of disputes.

U IR, AU FHau B AP B ISAUTel & HRARA! 7 s [9alG! B o el g

This surely could not have been the intent of the Constitution or its drafters in providing for
gubematorial functions.

g5 fYd ¥ ¥ Ifau™ a1 39d HYial TR R ardl Pl 3R gl 51 Gl [ JeauTei i
B & YU UH GHRIRRG iiol ¢ |

The question here is not whether Govemors have the power to return the Bills to the
Government for reconsideration.

Igf Uy I% 718} © o o1 Isaurelt & U faelt ) AR & fit R &1 dieH &1 jifad 8|
It is whether Governors can sit on duly passed legislative business without any regard for time
and effectively nullify a validly enacted law.

1A I8 § 1o o1 a1 ol ot o e o faftad iR e e Wk o8 38 Iad §
IR gyraiid ®U I fHeft 9y U J Uik S &1 TE HR Iahd g

The answer is in the negative.

IR THRIASD ¢ |

Only constitutional courts have been granted the power to strike down legislative and
executive actions if they are found to be ultra vires.

Had AU 3reTerd! o 98 Wfdd &) 12 § [ 3 faemdt sik srfert srdafeal &1 sreer arasd
T O WR I HR AP |

The irony in the verdict
foofa o1 faammyut uer

Ironically, the verdict in the Presidential Reference leans in favour of not imposing any
timelines.

fagsm g ® for WS Rraa YW & 39 fAofg A farddt oft awa-fiwr & ar 3 o= & uer &
ECACHCCIERIN]

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

The judgment argues that the constitutional design did not include or prescribe any timeline in
Article 200, and therefore discourages any such stipulation for constitutional functionaries.

Fyofa b 21 2 5 orqede 200 F e+t wra-i o1 S a1 e el 2, SR Gauie
fYBTRTT TR T Bz T A I fFreaied sxar g

This has the effect of upholding the actions of Governors in practically blocking the laws
passed by elected State Assemblies.

ST THIG T8 § T g8 Faifa wsa fRymauistt gr1 aikd ST & aagie 0 & Ada
qTel IauTal &1 BriaTedl I dudT 4ol g |

This amounts to more than just ceding of their judicial review powers to the Govemors.

Ig Had U TRy FTHIE AR ! IsauTel o JoT 4R 781 51

It fails to apprehend how the Constitution can be thwarted to achieve ends that are inimical to
its own founding ideals.

I8 T3 H favra g1 § for e &) 358 3% Ha e & Ufdpd Il &l e & fog
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In this regard, the Court ought to have interpreted the silence within the Constitution in a
manner that would have safeguarded its morality.
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Ambedkar and Constitutional Morality

JfASH 3R Haur~w

Speaking on November 4, 1948, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar made his famous plea for
constitutional morality to be imbibed into the foundational document of the Republic.

4 ISR 1948 ! A g ST, 1IRTG Sfdsdh A U= Afddar &1 TR & Jd X
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This speech and its reference to the doctrine of constitutional morality have gained judicial
significance in the recent past.
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Landmark progressive judgments in the cases dealing with entry of women into Sabarimala
Temple and LGBTQIA+ rights have relied heavily on this concept.
Fadiaar o afgarsi &1 yawr 37k LGBTQ fUaRY ¥ 93 Yfdeie wifaeie fofal & 31
YR HT R YA [ T g1

These rulings interpreted the constitutional text in line with public conscience.

2 fAufal & TaunfRe e &t saret SE-adHT & 3T Bt

Ambedkar’s Warning

3fATHR P ddrat

Dr. Ambedkar’s plea for constitutional morality came with a strong advisory for future courts.
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He explained how a “form of administration has a close connection with the form of the
Constitution”.

IBI- THS fb TR &1 Wy AU & Wy J 16T Hay 3@l 5|

He wamed that it would be possible to pervert the Constitution merely by changing the form
of administration.

351 Tl & o ad TR & Wy § deama drex Sy S fagd fasan S g g

The practice of Speakers not ruling on defections and Governors sitting on Bills beyond
the Assembly’s tenure are textbook examples of such perversion.
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e The question of how much detail could be added into the Constitution weighed heavily on Dr.
Ambedkar's mind.

e F fasa1 faaRor SiST o Wbl &, T8 UY ST, aSHR & 7 | 3ieid Hgayul ol

¢ He believed that omitting administrative details could be risky, but he trusted the future
generations and the courts to uphold foundational principles.
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Consequences of Judicial Hesitation

e feafeage & ufvoma

e Seen whichever way, the hesitation of the Court to mandate or develop a time-frame for
constitutional functionaries can only lead to self-defeating outcomes.

forat oft et O T, Fau e feIRal & foe Tag-wftar g o34 & srerad &
feafraree sna-oxh o &} ok & ST B

e Such repercussions are likely to defeat the founding ideals of the Constitution itself.
T uRom TfAu™ & e et B! WRIfSId &R Udhd ¢ |

e ltis also a timely reminder of how the principles of constitutional morality — as envisaged
by Dr. Ambedkar — have yet to sufficiently diffuse among us.
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GS Paper II: International Relations

TOPICS COVERED
11 December

India gives tepid response to Russian push for Su-57, long-range drones
and submarines
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2.
Sudan civil war: Deepening humanitarian crisis
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3.

Instability in Yemen threatens to ignite civil war and wider tensions in the
Gulf
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India gives tepid response to Russian push
for Su-57, long-range drones and submarines

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Russia’s latest pitch to ex-
pand defence cooperation
— including offers of the
Su-57 fifth-generation
stealth fighter, long-range
drones and submarines —
has met with a lukewarm
response from India, offi-
cials familiar with the mat-
ter said.

A senior official said that
in the run-up to President
Vladimir Putin’s recent vi-
sit to India, Moscow made
repeated outreach promot-
ing platforms such as the
Geran series of kamikaze
drones, submarines and
aircraft.

“India didn’t show
much interest in the equip-
ment offered by Russia.
The Russians were expect-
ing major movement on
the sidelines of the visit

Russia’s Su-57E fighter jet takes off during the inauguration of AERO
INDIA 2025 in Bengaluru in February. K. MURALI KUMAR

and are still pursuing the
proposals. We are very
much focusing on develop-
ment of indigenous pro-
ducts,” the official said.
Despite high expecta-
tions, the much-watched
defence announcements
during Mr. Putin’s visit did
not materialise. While 19
agreements aimed at

boosting bilateral trade
were signed, there was no
breakthrough on collabo-
ration involving the Su-57
or Russia’s S-500 air de-
fence system.

The restrained response
comes at a time when India
is driving an aggressive
push towards self-reliance
in defence manufacturing.

On Sunday in Leh, while
dedicating 125 newly com-
pleted Border Roads Or-
ganisation (BRO) projects
to the nation, Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh un-
derscored the transforma-
tion in domestic capacity.

Paradigm shift
He highlighted that India,
once heavily dependent on
arms imports, now boasts
a record defence produc-
tion value of .51 lakh
crore, up from 46,000
crore in 2014. Defence ex-
ports have surged from un-
der %1,000 crore to nearly
324,000 crore in a decade.
It reflects a paradigm shift.
The Geran drones -
Russia’s indigenised var-
iant of Iran’s Shahed-136
kamikaze drone - have
played a major role in Mos-
cow’s low-cost attrition
strategy in Ukraine, ena-

bling mass salvo attacks.
But Indian manufacturers
and services have not
shown interest in acquiring
them.

On October 29, the 23rd
Working Group Meeting of
the India-Russia Inter-Go-
vernmental Commission
on Military Technical
Cooperation was held in
Moscow. Co-chaired by
Sanjeev Kumar, Secretary
(Defence Production), and
Andrey A. Boytsov, First
Deputy Director of Russian
Federal Service for Mili-
tary-Technical Coopera-
tion, the discussions
spanned tri-service coop-
eration and defence R&D.

The meeting concluded
with the signing of a Proto-
col outlining fresh areas of
collaboration and mutual
growth — even as big-ticket
defence deals remain elu-
sive.

India gives tepid response to Russian push for Su-57, long-range drones and
submarines

YR 7 Su-57, @dt g3l & S iR T-gfadl & fore &9 & gara wR St ufaferan
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India gives tepid response to Russian push for Su-57, long-range drones and submarines

YR 7 Su-57, Tal 3l & S 3R Ugfeadl & fore =9 & qard R $31 ufafsar &

Russia’s latest pitch to expand defence cooperation — including offers of the Su-57 fifth-

generation stealth fighter, long-range drones and submarines — has met with a
lukewarm response from India, officials familiar with the matter said.
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A senior official said that in the run-up to President Vladimir Putin’s recent visit to India,

Moscow made repeated outreach promoting platforms such as the Geran series of kamikaze
drones, submarines and aircraft.
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“India didn’t show much interest in the equipment offered by Russia. The Russians were

expecting major movement on the sidelines of the visit and are still pursuing the proposals.
We are very much focusing on development of indigenous products,” the official said.

ISR A Bel, “URd A =9 gRT U0 fhT 7T Il § el 3 Te] feurs | &9 a1 &
R 92 HeH B IHIG B 8T U7 3R 37d +f JaTdl Y 3 97 361 ¢ | §H el IdTel &
PR AR

Despite high expectations, the much-watched defence announcements during Mr. Putin’s visit

did not materialise. While 19 agreements aimed at boosting bilateral trade were signed, there
was no breakthrough on collaboration involving the Su-57 or Russia’s S$-500 air defence

system.
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The restrained response comes at a time when India is driving an aggressive push towards
self-reliance in defence manufacturing.
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On Sunday in Leh, while dedicating 125 newly completed BRO projects to the nation,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh underscored the transformation in domestic capacity.

RfIIR P15 H, & w2t 1Y Rig 3 7Y D1 BRO BT 125 IRAISHIE AU Hd U I,
&aT § gU uRadd WR SR fear|

Paradigm shift

o & agara

He highlighted that India, once heavily dependent on arms imports, now boasts a record
defence production value of 1.51 lakh crore, up from ¥46,000 crore in 2014. Defence
exports have surged from under 1,000 crore to nearly ¥24,000 crore in a decade. It reflects
a paradigm shift.

I T[T fh URd, S w2 SRR Smard R 3rafdes AR U1, 311l #1.51 @@ HAS BT
YT &M IUTG TR T 5, il 2014 H 246,000 FHRIS UT| & Faia +f 1,000 RIS T g

TATHT 224,000 HRIS B 71 § | T8 Ueh Hgayuf dgalrd & g2idl g

The Geran drones — Russia’s indigenised variant of Iran’s Shahed-136 kamikaze drone —
have played a major role in Moscow’s low-cost attrition strategy in Ukraine, enabling mass
salvo attacks.

Geran §IF1 — & §RT XM & Shahed-136 SIF &1 RIHIT AWHIU — b H ARD] B HH-
TRTA aTel! oA & g8t Yffrest Ry g 8§, o 98 09 R g9a IHa gu Bl

But Indian manufacturers and services have not shown interest in acquiring them.

dfes R Fafarstt 8k arsfi 7 58 81Rie o3 | <9 781 i 3

On October 29, the 23rd Working Group Meeting of the India—Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military Technical Cooperation was held in Moscow.

29 AT B! ARGD! B YRA-T SHR-IRBRY AT 1 234 Srfg 9@ maiford g3
Co-chaired by Sanjeev Kumar, Secretary (Defence Production), and Andrey A. Boytsov,
First Deputy Director of Russian Federal Service for Military-Technical Cooperation, the
discussions spanned tri-service cooperation and defence R&D.

YT DI Y- Holld PUR (&M ST Ifd) 3R 3Hig T. SiaeHia (9! S-dd-id!
TSN a1 & TUH IU HETHRIH) = @Y, Fores = Imeft & TeanT SiR & ¥ ud fawr
R T ge |

The meeting concluded with the signing of a Protocol outlining fresh areas of collaboration
and mutual growth — even as big-ticket defence deals remain elusive.
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Sudan civil war: Deepening humanitarian crisis

With close to 10 million people fleeing their homes, the displacement crisis in Sudan is currently the largest and fastest growing

‘A POINT

Devyanshi Bihani

udan’s economy has con-
s tracted sharply since the ci-

vil war broke out between
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)
and the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) on April 15, 2023. Its GDP,
which had already been weaken-
ing, saw its steepest contraction in
202324, shrinking by 29% (Chart
1).

The civil war stems from a pow-
er struggle between the SAF, led
by General Abdel Fattah al-Bur-
han, and the RSF, commanded by
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo or ‘He-
medti’. Tensions between the two
forces (who had earlier cooperat-
ed in the removal of former Presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir in 2019 and la-
ter jointly carried out the 2021
coup) escalated over plans to inte-
grate the RSF into the national ar-
my. Reports said both generals
wanted to cling to power, unwill-
ing to give up wealth and in-
fluence. The dispute became a na-
tionwide conflict, splitting Sudan
into zones of control: the SAF in
the east and centre, including Port
Sudan and parts of Khartoum, and
the RSF across most of Darfur and
large parts of Kordofan.

The RSF has intensified its of-
fensive across the Kordofan region
even as a recent drone strike on
the town of Kalogi killed dozens of
civilians, including children, ac-
cording to the UN. The attack on
Kalogi, an army-held area in South
Kordofan, involved three strikes. A
kindergarten and a hospital were
hit, and a third strike was carried
out as residents attempted to res-
cue injured children.

The strike comes at a time when
the RSF is consolidating control in
western Sudan and pushing deep-
er into the oil-rich Kordofan re-
gion, while the SAF is attempting
to secure key routes linking central
Sudan to the west. Analysts say the
RSF’s territorial gains in Darfur
and Kordofan give it the basis to

run a parallel administration in the
west, while the SAF retains central
and eastern areas.

The escalation in Kordofan fol-
lows a major shift in the war: the
fall of El Fasher after an 18-month
siege. El Fasher, the capital of
North Darfur, was the last SAF
stronghold in the region. During
the siege, the RSF encircled the ci-
ty using sand berms and cut off ci-
vilian movement. Data from
ACLED show nearly 400 incidents
of violence targeting civilians in EI
Fasher and surrounding areas bet-
ween April 2023 and late October
2025. More than 55% of these inci-
dents occurred in 2025. Over
1,400 people were reported killed
in the region in this period.

The humanitarian crisis re-
mains severe. The conflict has re-
sulted in more than 50,000 re-
ported deaths (Chart 2).
Displacement figures show that at
least 9.8 million people have been
forced to flee their homes as of
September 2025 (Chart 3), the lar-
gest as well as the fastest growing
displacement crisis globally.

Market data show how the con-
flict is reshaping survival condi-
tions. In Kadugli, the capital of
South Kordofan, the price of
sorghum remained relatively sta-
ble for nearly two decades until
the conflict escalated. Recent fi-
gures show that prices have surged
more than tenfold, crossing $40
for a three kilogram measure in
2025 (Chart 4A). In El Fasher, the
effect on food access has been
even more extreme. By 2025, the
cost of 3.5 kilograms of millet ex-
ceeded $500 (Chart 4B).

Nationwide food insecurity data
shows a worsening of conditions
over the past three years (Chart
5). Sudan entered famine condi-
tions for the first time in Septem-
ber 2025, with 1% of the popula-
tion now classified at the highest
level of food insecurity. The share
of the population with minimal
food security came down from
47% in late 2022 to 24% in Septem-
ber 2025. Crisis-level food insecur-
ity rose from 13% to 31%.

In dire straits

The data for the charts were sourced from the World Bank, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, OCHA,
ACLED and IOM UN Migration

Chart 1: Sudan’s annual GDP growth from 1962 to 2024
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Chart 2: The cumulative monthly death toll due to the violence
in Sudan since April 2023
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Chart 3: The number of people internally displaced in
Sudan since April 2023 (figures in million)
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Chart 5: The acute food insecurity levels based on the severity
of food consumption gaps (figures in %)
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Sudan civil war: Deepening humanitarian crisis

YSH [eYS: eIl AFd I Jdhe

o With close to 10 million people fleeing their homes, the displacement crisis in Sudan is
currently the largest and fastest growing

TTHT 1 HRAS (10 million) TRT 3T TRF TV HFT IR &, O YgmH H fawimom Teve adfur &
oA 8T 3R T il & 951 g3 ?

Sudan's Civil War and Economic Collapse

S BT 645 R e ua

e Sudan’s economy has contracted sharply since the civil war broke out between the
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) on April 15, 2023.
15 310 2023 ! GST UIRA I (SAF) 3R T BT (RSF) B 919 e = 8
& TG Y YSH BT srfeaw § oo ¥ Ygpad Mgl

e Its GDP, which had already been weakening, saw its steepest contraction in 2023-24,
shrinking by 29% (Chart 1).
TP GDP, S Ugd €1 HHGIR 81 T UT, 2023-24 H T 31fde TRT 3R 29% s |

e The civil war stems from a power struggle between the SAF, led by General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan, and the RSF, commanded by Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo or ‘Hemedti’.
TogS F OIS A WAE AT-gei & Jdd a1a SAF 3R WgwE gHe grTal (RAEr) F
AJd aTelt RSF & o9 Ia1 Yoy | g
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Tensions between the two forces (who had earlier cooperated in the removal of former
President Omar al-Bashir in 2019 and later jointly carried out the 2021 coup) escalated over
plans to mtegrate the RSF into the national army.

Gl 9l & &g 19 dd 9 71 STd RSF 1 IS JA1 H e &t o1 Fee 3178, Sialfdh
3T 2019 ¥ R -T2 1 5T IR 2021 P dAIAE § A1y T AT 4|

Reports said both generals wanted to cling to power, unwilling to give up wealth and
influence.

fuiel # a1 T fb ST SRS T, €M 3R UHTG BigH & dUR T8t Ul

The dispute became a nationwide conflict, splitting Sudan into zones of control: the SAF in
the east and centre, including Port Sudan and parts of Khartoum, and the RSF across most
of Darfur and Iarge parts of Kordofan

rr%;ﬁ &1 iz & 7 dic 31 — SAF 3 qd iR g )
uﬁwah?@%_? & foed T 2), el RSF A GRPR IR BISTH
& a@, T%W‘r R o fopa|

The RSF has intensified its offensive across the Kordofan region even as a recent drone
strike on the town of Kalogi killed dozens of civilians, including children, according to the UN.
UN & SR, RSF = BISTWI &5 T U1 gHAT dvl fohal 5, STaieh gTdl ol 4 BIant er W
T $H g9 B S=d! Wfgd Gor! AR AR T

The attack on Kalog| an army-held area in South Kordofan, involved three strikes.

2 TRI0T PYETEHT F TP 83 HIeif TR 39 g0 B G gHa =t A

A kindergarten and a hospital were hit, and a third strike was carried out as residents
attempted to rescue injured children.

TS fheMe 3R SRUATA B! F=IHT ST T4, 3R HRRT g9 dd g3 o FaRf araa st
D! FAM DI DI HR G A

The strike comes at a time when the RSF is consolidating control in western Sudan and

pushing deeper into the oil-rich Kordofan region, while the SAF is attempting to secure key
routes linking central Sudan to the west.

Ig §HAT 39 T4 g3 9id RSF uf¥et g1 ﬁ&mﬁw IR TG § IR AT-TIIR
BISTH T 3R 317 §¢ W@ 3, aaﬁssmuwwﬁ a@nﬁﬁﬁmaﬂﬁ
D BT BT B

Analysts say the RSF’s territorial gains in Darfur and Kordofan give it the basis to run a
parallel administration in the west, while the SAF retains central and eastern areas.

RIRANEH! 1 BET & 5 GRPY 3R HISTHM § RSF 331 4f Tgd 39 THHTGR TR T
PT MR 30} 2, el SAF He 3R gdf &5 &) Furd gu |

The escalation in Kordofan follows a major shift in the war: the fall of El Fasher after an 18-
month siege.

HleBH H I8 9fS g< H U Js 9GAd & dIG gs: 18 HEIH @1 WIadl & 91G Td WIRR &
gd-|

El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, was the last SAF stronghold in the region.

I TR B ST Tel IR &5 H SAF 1 3iferd 7g Tl

During the siege, the RSF encircled the city using sand berms and cut off civilian movement.
WRTSE B R RSF A XER $I ¥d & Fieh I R forn 3R ArRD! $F SHareg! I

Data from ACLED show nearly 400 incidents of violence targeting civilians in El Fasher and
surrounding areas between April 2023 and late October 2025.

ACLED & 3fieh3] § U =rerdl ¢ fob 3riier 2023 ¥ Sfagay 2025 b 3id b T BRR 3R
3TUTY & &3 H ARTRE! &b F=IHT &1 aTelt TTHT 400 T8 g3 |

More than 55% of these incidents occurred in 2025.

3T 9 55% I 31 geId 2025 B g3 |

Over 1,400 people were reported killed in the region in this period.

39 3fafy ¥ &= H 1,400 | 3HfI® AR OR U

The humanitarian crisis remains severe.

AFI Tehe TR ST g Bl

The conflict has resulted in more than 50,000 reported deaths (Chart 2).

Ty & HRT 50,000 F 3ifeew Hid €5 ¢ |
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Displacement figures show that at least 9.8 million people have been forced to flee their
homes as of September 2025 (Chart 3).

ﬁ;%rrtmas 3ffers Fard § o RidaR 2025 9% &1 T HH 98 ARG AT 3T TR BISH B! AR
gugl

This is the largest and fastest-growing displacement crisis globally.

Tg A TR W Ja8 97 3R T dvll F a1 o= Jabe B

Market data show how the conflict is reshaping survival conditions.

IR 3iids feard g for Tad A Shta &1 aRfRuf &1 4 9ga fean g1

In Kadugli, the capital of South Kordofan, the price of sorghum remained stable for nearly
two decades until the conflict escalated.

PIGIH, S G0 HISTHH B IS 8, § TR B! BIFA A TH &l G ad (R IGT, 99
TP Ty §¢ el T

Recent figures show that prices have surged more than tenfold, crossing $40 for a three
kilogram measure in 2025 (Chart 4A).

71 & 3fids e § [ Sivd g 1 9 3if¥e 93 T3 3R 2025 T 4 forauma & forw $40
ISR Il T5 |

In El Fasher, the effect on food access has been even more extreme.

TE WIRR T W SUAHAl W THTT SR off TR @7

By 2025, the cost of 3.5 kilograms of millet exceeded $500 (Chart 4B).

2025 d% 3.5 fHEIITT TORT 3! HEd $500 I 4G 5T |

Nationwide food insecurity data shows a worsening of conditions over the past three years
(Chart 5).

I TR W T SRR &5 3fibs fUaa o7 aut | ffd & forrs 31 a=1id B

Sudan entered famine conditions for the first time in September 2025, with 1% of the
population now classified at the highest level of food insecurity.

Yo Rrdar 2025 H ugelt IR ghifar R & ga o 7, S8 1% SMardl 1 @i 3RRaT &
T $Hd TR W Fliepd foam Tl

The share of the population with minimal food security came down from 47% in late 2022 to
24% in September 2025.

2022 & 3fd T gATH T GRET T AT 47% o, S Rydar 2025 dF Gedh 24% B TR |
Crisis-level food insecurity rose from 13% to 31%.

Hehe-XR DI T SRET 13% I TehR 31% 81 15|
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Instability in Yemen threatens to ignite civil war and wider tensions in the Gulf
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Instability in Yemen threatens to ignite
civil war and wider tensions in the Gulf

UAE-backed separatist group Southern Transitional Council has seized Hadramout and Mahra, shattering the relative calm since the 2022 stalemate;

their move unsettles Saudi Arabia, which had reached a mutual-attack freeze with the Houthis, while the Emirates emerges as the main beneficiary

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press
DOHA

separatist  group
A has seized control
of an oil-rich re-

gion in southern Yemen,
shattering a relative calm
in the country’s stalemated
civil war — a significant
move in a country located
along a key international
trade route that also threa-
tens to bring new risks to
the Persian Gulf region.

The secessionist South-
ern Transitional Council
(STC) a group backed by
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), this month seized
most of the the provinces
of Hadramout and Mahra,
including oil facilities.

Yemen has been mired
for more than a decade ina
civil war that involves a
complex interplay of sec-
tarian grievances and the
involvement of regional
powers.

The Iran-aligned Houth-
is control the most popu-
lous regions of the country,
including the capital Sa-
naa. Meanwhile, a loose re-
gional coalition of powers
— including Saudi Arabia
and the UAE - has backed
the internationally recog-
nised government in the
south.

The war has created a

humanitarian crisis and
shattered the economy.

Still, since 2022, vio-
lence has gradually de-
clined as the sides reached
something of a stalemate
in the war.

The move by the UAE-
backed separatists upends
the political arrangement
among the anti-Houthi
partners.

The war in Yemen be-
gan in 2014, when the
Houthis marched from
their northern stronghold
of Saada. They took the
capital, Sanaa, and forced
the internationally recog-
nised government into ex-
ile. Saudi Arabia and the
UAE entered the war the
following year in an at-
tempt to restore the
government.

STC and other groups
The new fighting pits the
STC against the forces of
the internationally recog-
nised government and its
allied tribes, even as they
are both members of the
camp fighting against the
Houthi rebels in the coun-
try’s broader civil war.

The STC is the most po-
werful group in southern
Yemen, with crucial finan-
cial and military support
from the UAE. It was esta-
blished in April 2017 as an
umbrella organisation for
groups that seek to restore
South Yemen as an inde-
pendent state, as it was

Supponers of the STC, which wants to revive an independent South
Yemen, wave the old South Yemen flag at a rally in Aden. AP

between 1967 and 1990.

The latest moves rein-
forced the STC positions
across southern Yemen,
which could give them lev-
erage in any future talks to
settle the Yemen conflict.
The STC has long demand-
ed that any settlement
should give southern Ye-
men the right of self-deter-
mination.

The STC enjoys loyalty
through much of southern
Yemen. It is chaired by Ai-
darous al-Zubaidi, who is
also Vice President of the
country’s Presidential Lea-
dership Council, the ruling
organ of the international-
ly recogniSed government.

The STC and other UAE-
supported groups now
control most of the south-
ern half of Yemen, includ-
ing crucial port cities and

islands. The other party in
the latest fighting includes
the Yemeni military, which
reports to the internation-
ally recognised govern-
ment. They are allied with
the Hadramout Tribal Al-
liance, a local tribal coali-
tion supported by Saudi
Arabia.

These forces are cen-
tered in Yemen’s largest
province of Hadramout,
which stretches from the
Gulf of Aden in the south to
the border with Saudi Ara-
bia in the north. The oil-
rich province is a major
source of fuel for the south-
ern areas of Yemen.

Earlier this month, STC
forces marched to Hadra-
mout and took control of
the province’s major facili-
ties, including PetroMasila,
Yemen’s largest oil compa-

ny, after brief clashes with
government forces and
their tribal allies.

This took place after the
Saudi-backed Hadramout
Tribal Alliance seized the
PetroMasila oil facility in
late November to pressure
the government to agree to
its demands for a bigger
share of oil revenues and

the improvement of servic-
es for  Hadramout’s
residents.

The STC apparently
seized on this move as a
pretext for wrestling con-
trol of Hadramout and its
oil facilities for itself and
expanding areas under its
control in Yemen.

STC forces then
marched to the province of
Mahra on the borders with
Oman and took control of a
border crossing between
the two countries. In Aden,
the UAE-backed force also
seized the presidential pa-
lace, which serves as the
seat of the ruling Presiden-
tial Council.

Saudi troops also with-
drew earlier this month
from bases in Aden, a Ye-
meni government official
said. The withdrawal was
part of a Saudi “reposition-
ing strategy,” said the offi-
cial who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to
discuss the matter.

Saudi Arabia sent a dele-
gation to Harramout to
meet with the province’s
governor and other politi-

cal and tribal leaders in ef-
forts to tamp down
tensions.

Major  General Mo-
hammed al-Qahtani, the
Saudi delegation’s chair-
man, said in video com-
ments that his government
“rejects any attempts to
impose a fait accompli,” in
Hadramout.

The escalation shattered
the relative quiet in Ye-
men’s war, which has been
stalemated in recent years
after the Houthis reached a
deal with Saudi Arabia that
stopped their attacks on
the kingdom in return for
ceasing the Saudi-led
strikes on their territories.

Ahmed Nagi, a senior
Yemen analyst at the Inter-
national Crisis Group, said
Saudi Arabia appeared
“deeply dissatisfied” with
the STC’s latest move.

“The group has gone
beyond the Saudi-led ar-
rangements,” he said. “The
UAE seems to be the main
winner, expanding its in-
fluence in the Yemeni cri-
sis.”

The UAE, meanwhile,
insisted that its approach
was in line with Saudi Ara-
bia’s goal of “supporting a
political process” to settle
the multi-layer conflict in
Yemen. It said the coun-
try’s governance and terri-
torial integrity is “an issue
that must be determined
by the Yemeni parties
themselves.”

UAE-backed separatist group Southem Transitional Council has seized Hadramout and
Mahra, shattering the relative calm since the 2022 stalemate; their move unsettles Saudi
Arabia, which had reached a mutual-attack freeze with the Houthis, while the Emirates
emerges as the main beneficiary

B IR TR W13 ST SRR = Fald R HexT R Fogl o o,
2022 & TfARIY & 971G I S GIUef ifd B disd §T S HeH d Aahal 3R 3IRR g,
Wﬁ%muw&wmﬁﬁaﬁmw%mm e gARTT g7 aniif & &4
F IR W@

e A separatist group has seized control of an oil-rich region in southern Yemen, shattering a
relative calm in the country’s stalemated civil war — a significant move in a country located
along a key intemational trade route that also threatens to bring new risks to the Persian Gulf
region.

T ATFarE TG 3 el T & U Ja-Tud & IR = a o 8, 321 & Tfakiena

TegS | S At i B drsd U — U He@yyl el U U8 X B S U U@ SfRigh
wnﬁw@m%ﬁwaﬁmﬁ&h%@w@@naﬁaﬁw q%@

e The secessionist Southern Transitional Council (STC) a group backed by the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), this month seized most of the provinces of Hadramout and Mahra, including
oil facilities.
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Yemen has been mired for more than a decade in a civil war that involves a complex interplay
of sectarian grievances and the involvement of regional powers.

IO U X 4 Mfd T9T 9 U [eg<g J B gofl &, Forad TueraTd Rl ok &
okl ST HRfaR &1 Sifed fAsyor =i 3
The Iran-aligned Houthis control the most populous regions of the country, including the
capital Sanaa.

?ﬁﬂﬁhﬁﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂa@mﬁwaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁamﬁ?ﬁmﬁwﬁwﬁw

Meanwhile, a loose regional coalition of powers — including Saudi Arabia and the UAE —
has backed the internationally recognised government in the south.

3t SRM, &g Tfaal &1 U el Tose — Ry Thdt 3R 3R gus Md § — afémr &
SARIETT TRl U WHR BT AT Rl 6T 5

The move by the UAE-backed separatists upends the political arrangement among the anti-
Houthi partners.

The war in Yemen began in 2014, when the Houthis marched from their northern stronghold
of Saada.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE entered the war the following year in an attempt to restore the
government.

Tdl 3RT 3R gUT 3FTd a¥ g B A gU ANfs IRBR ! §8Te o o1 I

STC and other groups

Tt 3R o uqg

The new fighting pits the STC against the forces of the internationally recognised govemment
and its allied tribes, even as they are both members of the camp fighting against the Houthi
rebels in the country’s broader civil war.

The STC is the most powerful group in southern Yemen, with crucial financial and military
support from the UAE.

TSR gl oe & ged wfdasel W 7, S gus @ Aeayut o ok = gl ura §
It was established in April 2017 as an umbrella organisation for groups that seek to restore
South Yemen as an independent state, as it was between 1967 and 1990.

The STC has long demanded that any settlement should give southem Yemen the right of
self-determination.

T de 9 O AT 6T 38T 1o ot off s | aféoht aum &t srerfofa &1 sifteR
& S =nfge

The STC enjoys loyalty through much of southern Yemen.

TRl &l gféoft arm & 58 R A Amr ua ®

It is chaired by Aidarous al-Zubaidi, who is also Vice President of the country’s Presidential
Leadership Council.

TP el VaRd - T, O 37 P AUl Aqed uRwg & Iuremes ot &

The STC and other UAE-supported groups now control most of the southern half of Yemen,
including crucial port cities and islands.

TSR SR 3 gus-wuRia I ofd ar & Glamoh omd T & ity yiT &t Fafd avd
¥, o mecayuf seg <eR SR g i @

The other party in the latest fighting includes the Yemeni military, which reports to the
internationally recognised government.

TS TSTs | GUL! oW FH-T 1 8, il ARSI ARG Ut IRBR BT RUIE el &

They are allied with the Hadramout Tribal Alliance, a local tribal coalition supported by
Saudi Arabia.

These forces are centered in Yemen'’s largest province of Hadramout, which stretches from
the Gulf of Aden to the border with Saudi Arabia.

J 90 90 & Ty IS Uid geHId H Hiad 8, O 3T &1 WISl AR Tdhal HHHT ac el §
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e The oil-rich province is a major source of fuel for the southern areas of Yemen.
Tg AT-IUF Uid FH & Gfarlt &5 F fore S o1 e ya wid §

e Earlier this month, STC forces marched to Hadramout and took control of the province’s
major facilities, including PetroMasila, Yemen’s largest oil company.

e This took place after the Saudi-backed Hadramout Tribal Alliance seized the PetroMasila oil
facility in late November to pressure the government.

e STC forces then marched to the province of Mahra and took control of a border crossing with
Oman.
R TUCIRR 91 HERT Uid &t 3R §¢ SIR VAT & W1y 7 et IR =0 o foran

¢ In Aden, the UAE-backed force also seized the presidential palace.

TS H gus THfid 9 A Ayufd 7gd R | e o femn

o Saudi troops also withdrew earlier this month from bases in Aden as part of a “repositioning
strategy”.
o “The UAE seems to be the main winner, expanding its influence in the Yemeni crisis.”
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Is India’s 8.2

India’s GDP surged 8.2% to 34863 lakh crore, indicating strong economic m

@PATRIOTICIAS

that could threaten long-term growth amidst global volatility and internal chall S
fos i Economy ] T IR
ECONOMIC NOTES THE GIST
Mohan w

Geetaali Malhotra

An 8.2% increase of GDP
indicates that this rise is part of

ndia’s I.’:l(esl GDP figures position a genuine momentum rather
the Indian economy to be than just being a
producing at a significantly higher post-pandemic bounce.
level than last year, emphasised by

the ¥48.63 lakh crore output projected to
be realised in a single quarter.

‘The general state of the economy
An 8.2% increase of GDP indicates that
this rise is part of a genuine momentum
rather than just being a post-pandemic
bounce. The 9.1% growth in
manufacturing indicates that industrial
demand has increased and factories are
operating closer to capacity. Services,
now 60% of India’s GDP, is growing at
9.2%, with financial services at 10.2%,
which reflects strong credit activity,
higher transactions, and sustained urban
demand.

The increase in real Gross Value Added
(GVA) numbers from ¥82.88 lakh crore to
89.41 lakh crore further indicates that
agriculture, industry and services are
experiencing genuine rise in added value
and not just rise in prices.

‘The real numbers held up because the
nominal GDP increased by 8.8%,
demonstrating that inflation remained
under check. Moreover, Private Final
Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) rising
by 7.9% show that households are
spending more. Further, the growth of
agriculture by 3.5%, supported by fuller
reservoirs and better horticulture output,
points to a small but real improvement in
rural incomes.

Inflation, which had been high for
much of the previous years, finally eased
and even slipped below target toward the
end of 2024-25. Banks experienced
significant credit growth and were ina
position to lend with a clean balance
sheet, maintaining capital buffers which
are far in excess of regulatory
requirements.

On the budget front, the Centre stuck
to the path of consolidation with the help
of strong GST and direct tax collections
and successfully managed to keep the
spending mix relatively high-quality. The
external sector remained stable with a
small current account deficit, healthy
services exports and diversified foreign
exchange reserves to weather global
volatility.

And so, if one were to just look at these
figures, it would appear that the Indian
‘economy is moving forward even as much
of the world slows down and is eclipsed in
greater economic i

seasonally adjusted data and room for
improvement in other statistical
techniques used in the quarterly national
accounts compilation; and f) a lack of
consolidated data on States and local
bodies after 2019.

‘This raises a critical question: how can
a nation possibly be underrated when it's
racing at 8% while the world limps at 3%?
But the truth lives in the footnotes of our
own documents.

The RBI's Annual Report (2024-25)
ises that the economy has

The IMF’s rating
Notwithstanding this, every headline has
its shadow. Here, the shadow arrived in
the form of a shocker when the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
announced that India had been assigned
‘Grade C' in its recent assessment on its
national income accounting. There are
four grades in total: A, B, C, and D.
Some of the multiple shortcomings
highlighted by the IMF team which
require careful consideration and review
include - a) the use of an outdated base
year (2011/12); b) the use of wholesale

performed well, but it also quietly lays out
the structural issues that still drag down
India’s credibility. Countries with
discretionary exercises in projecting the
good alone in numbers have two
narratives: the one they tell the world and
the one they whisper under their own
breath. India’s 8.2% is the story its
government wants tell the world. The
IMF’s C is the whisper.

An economy appearing to grow fast is
not the same thing as an economy
growing well. What the IMF is really
saying is that India’s institutional bones
are not yet as strong as its muscle.

this strong quarter. Electricity and utilities
grew only 4.4%, and mining barely moved
at 0.04%. These are backbone sectors and
subsequently their sluggishness signals
that recovery is not evenly spread across
the real economy. According to nominal
GVA, the primary sector accounted for
14%, the secondary sector for 26%, and
the tertiary sector for 60% in Q2.

These proportions look normal for a
service-led economy, but India’s case is
different because its employment
structure does not match its output
structure: too many Indians still work in
agriculture and low-wage services, sectors
that contribute little to productivity gains.

Structural vulnerabilities

The RBI cautions that India’s export
trajectory will continue to be impacted by
growing trade protectionism, tariff
uncertainty, and geopolitical tensions in
key markets.

Services exports and remittances help
cushion the current account, but they
cannot substitute for a diversified and
scaled-up goods export engine — one that
India still lacks.

GETTY IMAGES

India’s growth rather than the country’s
growth rate, its Grade C starts to make
sense. A country can grow at 8% and still
have structural vulnerabilities.

It can post healthy GVA numbers and
still have weak institutional capacity at
the State level, low labour productivity,
and an export profile mismatched with
global demand. GDP captures the pace of
economic activity; it does not capture the
quality of governance that sustains it. The
true conflict is that, despite India's robust
short-term economic momentum, its
long-term framework is still being
developed.

Even with the strong Q2 performance,
broad-sector analysis shows agriculture
growing only 3.5%, utilities at 4.4%, and
mining barely above zero, sectors that
collectively employ millions but
contribute less and less to value creation.

‘This does not diminish the
achievement of 8.2% growth. However, it
makes the narrative more difficult. The
IMF’s grade serves as a subtle reminder to
see past the quarterly glow and recognise
the unresolved issues in economic
structure, finance, and governance. India

price indices as data sources for deflators Mining output was hit by an unusually Another contradiction shows up in the is leading the way. What it needs now is

due to the lack of producer price indices; long monsoon, while electricity ial markets. the depth.

) the excessive use of single deflation, generation slowed because of a The rupee looked stable from a Deepanshu Mohan is professor and

which may introduce cyclical biases; d) milder-than-usual winter that reduced distance, but underneath, it was dean, O.P. Jindal Global University and

sizeable discrepancies heating and peak-load demand. Although | constantly being pushed down by a strong | Director, Centre for New Economics Studies
and i these might seem like fleeting weather U.S. dollar and the usual swings in foreign | (CNES). He is a visiting professor at LSE

that may indicate the need to enhance the
coverage of the expenditure approach
data and the informal sector; e) lack of

phenomena, they significantly
undermined the industrial base of the
year. The unevenness is evident even in

capital.
When one realises that the IMF is
grading the architecture that supports

Is India’s 8.2% growth rate sustainable?

T YR B 8.2% AP R fed1s 22

India’s Latest GDP Figures
YRA & AdI-aH GDP 3iPhs

and a visiting fellow at University of
Oxford. Geetaali Malhotra is a research
analyst with CNES.

v

The RBI's Annual Report
(2024-25) recognises that the
economy has performed well,
but it also quietly lays out the
structural issues that still drag.
down India's credibility

v

The RBI cautions that India’s
export trajectory will continue
to be impacted by growing
trade protectionism, tariff
uncertainty, and geopolitical
tensions in key markets.

growth rate sustainable?

However, the IMF's ‘Grade C rating warns of structural weaknesses

e India’s latest GDP figures position the Indian economy to be producing at a significantly
higher level than last year, emphasised by the ¥48.63 lakh crore output projected to be
realised in a single quarter.
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YR & FddH GDP 3fichs HRT IR & fUsd a¥ &I o § HIh! 3o wR IR
mmw%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%.m@mﬁus.mmm% ST SaTeH gRT X@ifdhd
T g

The general state of the economy

3rforawyr &t g fRufa

e An 8.2% increase of GDP indicates that this rise is part of a genuine momentum rather than
just being a post-pandemic bounce.
GDP # 8.2% 1 3f& Tohd <t § 6 98 3810 Frad TemR)-d-are 3t Repadt 78T afcw
IRl T BT fewa 5

¢ The 9.1% growth in manufacturing indicates that industrial demand has increased and
factories are operating closer to capacity.
At 8 7 9.1% o1 3fg gl B o SNl Wi 91 § 3iR HRWM 31U &l & Hd Bt
IRIWTEI

e Services, now 60% of India’s GDP, is growing at 9.2%, with financial services at 10.2%, which
reflects strong credit activity, higher transactions, and sustained urban demand.
AT, S 31 HRA &b GDP HT160% g, 9.2% B! & U ¢ 51 8, SIS (At HaTd 10.2% BT &
9, S Hofgd shfee Tffafd, Fgd A 3R PR 2e<t 7 &1 axifdl 5|

e The increase in real Gross Value Added (GVA) numbers from ¥82.88 lakh crore to ¥89.41
lakh crore further indicates that agriculture, industry and services are experiencing genuine
rise in added value and not just rise in prices.
IRAf% GVA T €82.88 TR HRIS T 289.41 T PRI &I If il ¢ fb B, IaT 3R
a1 &7 # aRAfdD YegaeH gan 8, bad SiHdl H gi el |

¢ The real numbers held up because the nominal GDP increased by 8.8%, demonstrating that
inflation remained under check.
IRdfae sficrg fedr T8 Flfes AT GDP 8.8% s@T, S xifdT § 6 qarwpifa o & <&

e Moreover, Private Final Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) rising by 7.9% shows that
households are spending more.
T g, PFCE T 7.9% &1 f Sardh! & f uRaR ¢1fie wd aR R &

e Further, the growth of agriculture by 3.5%, supported by fuller reservoirs and better
horticulture output, points to a small but real improvement in rural incomes.
2% Mfalad, FNH 3.5% o gfS, S IgR SRl 3R IREF! e J Juifd g, umdior
3T H B A IRafds JUR & <2 21

¢ |Inflation, which had been high for much of the previous years, finally eased and even slipped
below target toward the end of 2024-25.
TErmifd, S fUsa &3 auf g St Tl A, 3idd: FH g3 3R 2024-25 & 3id I e 4 i
ENIRI

e Banks experienced significant credit growth and were in a position to lend with a clean
balance sheet, maintaining capital buffers far in excess of regulatory requirements.
dol A IeE-1g e Iha T 3R d Wes Joiv 2 & 1Y BT ¢ 31 R T 3, [ g 37h
U a1 sfaadmarstt § dal e goil HeR Tl

e  On the budget front, the Centre stuck to the path of consolidation with the help of strong GST
and direct tax collections and successfully managed to keep the spending mix relatively high-
quality.
Fole & A1 W, H% WHR A Jolgd GST 3R TcTel TR T8 $I Aeg o fawiiy THidHRul & T1f
TR Idd gU T B! TG BT SUeTHd 3 ST 34T |

e The external sector remained stable with a small current account deficit, healthy services
exports and diversified foreign exchange reserves to weather global volatility.
eI &7 BI AT [T b1e, Horgd JaT fHafd iR fafashierd faesh gar ver & ary fRR §1 e,
fore afYyer SRS BT T JHT gl

o And so, if one were to just look at these figures, it would appear that the Indian economy is
moving forward even as much of the world slows down and is eclipsed in greater economic
uncertainty.
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3R U TSR, Ul Had 377 fibs! Bl ¢/ Y, o Udid BiaT § fbr R srfeawy 3 5¢ W&t
2, Sl 3y & &< Y A 31 B § 3R 3ifiep anfifep afRfyaara 4 fR €1

The IMF’s Rating

IMF @1 I
¢ Notwithstanding this, every headline has its shadow.
SY% SaqE, T gUl B TP WBT ol o

e Here, the shadow arrived in the form of a shocker when the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) announced that India had been assigned ‘Grade C’ in its recent assessment on its
national income accounting.
Tg1, IS TP FIch & ©U | a9 3T Id IMF = 30 FIferdn P S aaich] i |
YR B US €’ U T &t Gvon 1|

e There are four grades in total: A, B, C, and D.
FATRISEA 8- A, B, C 3R D

e Some of the multiple shortcomings highlighted by the IMF team which require careful
consideration and review include —

IMF 11 GRT ISR &1 718 8 Hiadr, 5 W Iraymigde faar ok Fiften &t sawaswar g,
3 it € —

e a)the use of an outdated base year (2011/12);
a) TR SMTYR T (2011/12) BT ITANT;

e b)the use of wholesale price indices as data sources for deflators due to the lack of
producer price indices;
b) STGH Yo JABIDI B! HH! & HRUT [STRIC P (T AT e GABIDI BT STIRT;

o c) the excessive use of single deflation, which may introduce cyclical biases;
c) Rivra few=m &1 srafie Iudi, St whia Yaiig a Il g;

e d) sizeable discrepancies between production and expenditure approaches that may indicate
the need to enhance the coverage of the expenditure approach data and the informal sector;
d) IATE 3R Y TRIP| & s Ieaw-17 3R, I a7 Ugfa 3R SFu=ie &9 & a7
BT B TG B SNALIHA SR1d Bl ¢

o e¢)lack of seasonally adjusted data and room for improvement in other statistical techniques
used in the quarterly national accounts compilation;
e) HiSITell TSWIRS ST &1 HHT SR TR ST Wl H IudNT &1 o el 3 FiRksasdb 1
qH1] H UR P SIS,

o f)alack of consolidated data on States and local bodies after 2019.

f) 2019 % 91 I} 3R I FHHr & TAfhd SeT &t HHt|

e This raises a critical question: how can a nation possibly be underrated when it’s racing at 8%
while the world limps at 3%?
g8 U He@yUl UY IIdT 5; 918 axl 8% 1 IKIR ¥ 9¢ 6T 8 3R gl 3% R TsESI G 6,
T9 38 HH AT 31T A G 52

e Butthe truth lives in the footnotes of our own documents.
QAfhT TS gAR & gxdrael & Gl J 3§ 3

e The RBI’'s Annual Report (2024-25) recognises that the economy has performed well, but it
also quietly lays out the structural issues that still drag down India’s credibility.

‘;IEX% foba &, aifebt

RBI & i RO (2024-25) T8 WHR ol 8 fob rfemawir 7 sma1
gswwwmwaﬁaﬁﬂﬁméﬁhwaﬁﬁw:ﬂwﬁwﬁwm
|

e Countries with discretionary exercises in projecting the good alone in numbers have two
narratives: the one they tell the world and the one they whisper under their own breath.

q 3 S HI 3 3Hihe! Bl UeRid HA U ST @ 8, 37! &l HUM gl & T i 4 g
DI I 3R I O T M1 A We,  Hed 3
e India’s 8.2% is the story its government wants to tell the world.

YR BT 8.2% I8 DEFI ¢ Sl 3UP! BR g1 B! ST e 3

e The IMF’s C is the whisper.
IMF &1 C 98 GUpTEe 5
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e An economy appearing to grow fast is not the same thing as an economy growing well.
T TR BT A9 6@ 3R IUPT aRd H 37! e 961 &l GHM a1d T8l &

o What the IMF is really saying is that India’s institutional bones are not yet as strong as its
muscle.
IMF dRdd § I8 &g 81 ¢ foh YRd &1 TRITT [IET 3! AR fora-t Aeted 781 g

e Mining output was hit by an unusually long monsoon, while electricity generation slowed
because of a milder-than-usual winter that reduced heating and peak-load demand.
G IATG STHI U & G AFYA & HRU GHIA g3, Sl foerelt IdTe- arar=g |
Fem! Al & HRUT AT UST|

e Although these might seem like fleeting weather phenomena, they significantly undermined
the industrial base of the year.
m?ﬁ@@ &I BRS T Thd &, Afb1 3611 a8 & NP MR BT TR =Y

) I

e The unevenness is evident even in this strong quarter.
g A 39 Toiqd fomme! | off W g1
o Electrlc&%l—{and utilities grew only 4.4%, and mining barely moved at 0.04%.
mﬁmﬁﬁqﬁmu%w, 3R W1 Had 0.04% T

e These are backbone sectors and subsequently their sluggishness signals that recovery is not
evenly spread across the real economy
3 SMYRYA m%@vwwm%%ww 3eforaey & I ¥ § el
B @Il

e According to nominal GVA, the primary sector accounted for 14%, the secondary sector for
26%, and the tertiary sector for 60% in Q2.

AT GVA & AR, fada famme & urufiies &3 &1 arte 14%, fgdias &1 26%, 3R
D BT 60% T

e These proportions look normal for a service-led economy, but India’s case is different
because its employment structure does not match its output structure: too many Indians still
work in agriculture and low-wage services, sectors that contribute little to productivity gains.

Qa1-3METR refarare % R 3 SFUId T o Tohd 2, Al YRd F U orem @ e
THP! AR T SHD I TR & A el @l ¥gd ¥ URAT 3nft 1ff Y 3R F1-
T arelt Jarsft & S FRd 8, Sl IATGHaT J HH NG <d 3

Structural vulnerabilities

IYIATHD pHSIITAT

e The RBI cautions that India’s export trajectory will continue to be impacted by growing trade
protectionism, tariff uncertainty, and geopolitical tensions in key markets.

RBI a1 <1 § fob YR &1 afd i sed samuaR TRevmare, Yo e, 3R
UEAYUl STHRI § YIS a=1d I JHIiad gt g |

e Services exports and remittances help cushion the current account, but they cannot substitute
for a diversified and scaled-up goods export engine — one that India still lacks.

a1 fafd SR Tl 31e @Td &I TgRT <d &, Afdb d fafddfied ok 98 Tam & ara frafa gom
BRI g1 @ Fobd — forgesT YR & 31 +f arura g

¢ Another contradiction shows up in the financial markets.
T R Ry fahia aT9RY & s 3ar 71

e The rupee looked stable from a distance, but underneath, it was constantly being pushed
down by a strong U.S. dollar and the usual swings in fore|gn capital.

U R § FRR e o1, At iRk @ 38 werqa smfket sTer ik faexfl ol & Iar-
amwmw:ﬂ%mﬁ@

o When one realises that the IMF is grading the architecture that supports India’s growth rather
than the country’s growth rate, its Grade C starts to make sense.
aaugmsm%ﬁﬁ IMF HRd 3 9 o 8, 9fep IH TRaTeTd ael H) I FX 3@l
8, 79 IUHI U ¢ I H 3 T 5|

e A country can grow at 8% and still have structural vulnerabilities.

TH ST 8% P! gk HR bl g 3R fhR 1t STH WIS HHRAT 81 el § |
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It can post healthy GVA numbers and still have weak institutional capacity at the State level,
low labour productivity, and an export profile mismatched with global demand.

I8 3 GVA g fG@ Iovdl &, R I-Iar &t HRINTA &HdT, 99 IdTgadhdl, 3R
3y wiv @ T Frafa MpTsa HHoR 81 99 |

GDP captures the pace of economic activity; it does not capture the quality of governance
that sustains it.

GDP 31ffe TfAfafy ot 1 &Y S=ITaT §; T8 I AT Y T[T H! el SiaT S 3 ST
T g

The true conflict is that, despite India’s robust short-term economic momentum, its long-term
framework is still being developed.

T ORI I8 © 6 YRd &1 HH-3fafy &t 7ergg nfife nfd & S1avig 39! Srda1ias
e ot ot el g1 @1 B

Even with the strong Q2 performance, broad-sector analysis shows agriculture growing only
3.5%, utilities at 4.4%, and mining barely above zero, sectors that collectively employ millions
but contribute less and less to value creation.

o geR! foHTe! & STae[e, &g faRawur faardn & fb SN Fad 3.5%, STARIIG 4.4%, 3R
wr«mm;guq@m A3 8 ¥ S arEl Al T SR 2 ¥, TR A Foreior & e

This does not diminish the achievement of 8.2% growth.
g 8.2% Jfa DI IUAS Bl HY -Tg| Bl
However, it makes the narrative more difficult.

STeliTeD, Tg BT &l 3 Sied &1 2T 8|

The IMF’s grade serves as a subtle reminder to see past the quarterly glow and recognise the
unresolved issues in economic structure, finance, and governance.

IMF &1 38 39 91d &1 Jobd & P fawTe) Ixe & uR e srfeaawT, fad o <ma &t
S TEA13 BT UG Al |

India is leading the way.

YR 3 93 W 3|

What it needs now is the depth.

3/d 38 TERTS P ATWHAT & |
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PM Modi, Goyal
expected to travel to
Oman next week to
sign free trade pact
(s lii: Economy

T.C.A. Sharad
NEW DELHI

avan

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal are ex-
pected to travel to Oman
next week to sign a free
trade agreement with that
country, sources who are
also part of the delegation
confirmed on Wednesday.
The exact dates and the
composition of the delega-
tion will be confirmed after
the Union Cabinet gives its
approval.

India and Oman began
negotiations on a Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (CEPA) in
November 2023. Following
three rounds of negotia-
tions, between November
2023 and March 2024,
both sides reached an
agreement on all aspects of
the CEPA, including text
and market access offers,
the Department of Com-
merce said in a separate
release.

A Cabinet proposal re-
garding the deal, submit-
ted in March 2024, was de-
ferred at the time,
prompting further renego-
tiations. The fourth round
was held in September
2024 and the fifth in Janu-
ary 13-4, 2025, both of
which focused on revised
offers. According to the
press note, both sides are
now in the process of se-
curing internal approvals
for the final deal. However,
according to sources, this
is more of a formality, with
the deal having been final-
ised and the signing set to

Narendra Modi with Sultan of
0Oman, Sultan Qaboos bin Said
Al Said. FILE PHOTO

happen soon. “The Prime
Minister and Commerce
Minister are set to visit
Oman next week, maybe
on December 17-18, to sign
the deal,” a member of the
likely delegation told The
Hindu. “The exact dates of
the trip and composition
of delegation will be final-
ised after the Cabinet gives
its approval, which is a for-
mality at this point.”

Speaking to reporters in
Jaipur, Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal confirmed
that talks with Oman are in
“their final stages” for a
free trade agreement. He
added that New Zealand
Trade Minister Todd
McClay is visiting New Del-
hi on Friday for negotia-
tion on an FTA.

“With them, too, our
talks have reached the last
stages,” Mr. Goyal said.

On the FTA with the EU,
he said following the visit
of the delegation from the
EU over the last eight days
and of Maros SefCovié, EU
Commissioner for Trade
and Economic Security ov-
er the last two days, the
broad outline of the deal
has been finalised.

PM Modi, Goyal expected to travel to Oman next
week to sign free trade pact

wew Hidt, Mad 3ATe 98 SiAHE o 31
SWiie, Yod AR JHSNA UR 1R B4 & forg

¢ PM Modi, Goyal expected to travel to Oman next week to

sign free trade pact diew A, mad expected to travel to Oman
next week to sign free trade pact Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal are expected to
travel to Oman next week to sign a free trade agreement with
that country, sources who are also part of the delegation
confirmed on Wednesday.

¢ India and Oman began negotiations on a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) in November
2023.

GS Paper I11: S&T

11 _12 2025
TOPICS COVERED
1.
Quiz
2. | Al must pay
T3HTS I YT HIAT 18
3.
Satellites, science, and the new fight for spectrum in space
IUUE, fag ., ok siafve # Waew & g A8 a8
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At which Indian institution did Max Born
spend six months in 1985-19367 He'd been
invited by the head of the institution. Born
also considered taking a permanent position
there but couldn’t when the institution didn't
create a separate chair for him.

Answers to December 9 qUiz:

1. Ailment also known as Hansen's disease -
Ans: Leprosy

2. Condition caused by an unclean
instrument cutting the umbilical cord - Ans:
Neonatal tetanus

3. Infection that roughens the inner surfaces
of eyelids - Ans: Trachoma

4. Parasitic infection caused by D. medinensis
- Ans: Guinea-worm disease

5. Neglected disease caused by Spirochaetota
bacteria - Ans: Yaws

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Nitin Das |
Anmol Agrawal | Vidhyasagar Krishnamoorthy
| Nancy Karkada

possibly via droplets from the nose and mouth.

Symptoms and Clinical Features

» Common signs include:

— Light or dark skin patches with loss of sensation

— Numbness in hands and feet

— Muscle weakness

— Thickening of peripheral nerves

— Eye involvement leading to vision problems

Quiz

Ailment Also Known as Hansen’s
Disease

Answer: Leprosy

» Leprosy, medically known as Hansen’s
disease, is a chronic infectious disease caused
by the bacterium Mycobacterium leprae.

« It primarily affects the skin, peripheral nerves,
mucosa of the respiratory tract, and eyes.

» The disease is named after Gerhard Armauer
Hansen, the Norwegian physician who
discovered the causative organism in 1873.

Cause of Leprosy

* The disease is caused by Mycobacterium
leprae, a slow-growing bacterium.

* It multiplies very slowly, with an incubation
period ranging from 5 to 20 years.

* Transmission occurs mainly through prolonged
close contact with an untreated infected person,

« If left untreated, leprosy can cause nerve damage, leading to disability.

Types of Leprosy (As per WHO classification)

» Paucibacillary (PB) Leprosy:
— Fewer lesions

— Lower bacterial load

* Multibacillary (MB) Leprosy:
— Multiple lesions
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— Higher bacterial load
— More severe and contagious

Treatment

* Leprosy is completely curable with Multi-Drug Therapy (MDT) recommended by the World Health
Organization.

* MDT includes:

— Rifampicin

— Dapsone

— Clofazimine

» Treatment duration:

— 6 months for Paucibacillary

— 12 months for Multibacillary

* MDT is provided free of cost by govemments worldwide, including India’s National Leprosy
Eradication Programme (NLEP).

Leprosy in India

* The disease was officially declared eliminated as a public health problem in India in 2005,
meaning prevalence dropped below 1 case per 10,000 population.

— NLEP (National Leprosy Eradication Programme)

— Active surveillance and early diagnosis

— Disability prevention and rehabilitation services

Condition Caused by an Unclean Instrument Cutting the Umbilical Cord

Answer: Neonatal Tetanus

* Neonatal tetanus is a life-threatening condition that occurs in newborns, usually within the first 28
days of life.

* It results from infection by the bacterium Clostridium tetani, which produces a powerful neurotoxin
affecting the nervous system.

* One of the most common causes is the use of an unclean instrument to cut the umbilical cord or
applying contaminated substances to the cord stump.

Cause and Transmission

* The disease is caused by Clostridium tetani, a bacterium found in soil, dust, animal feces, and
contaminated surfaces.

* Transmission in newborns occurs when:

— The umbilical cord is cut with a non-sterile blade or instrument

— Cow dung, ash, mud, oils, ghee, or herbal pastes are applied to the cord

— Poor hygiene during home deliveries

» The bacteria enter the newborn’s body through the umbilical stump, multiply, and release
tetanospasmin, a potent neurotoxin.

Symptoms of Neonatal Tetanus

» Symptoms typically appear between 3-14 days after birth.
 Key signs include:

— Difficulty in sucking or feeding

— Muscle stiffness, especially in the jaw (“lockjaw”)

— Body spasms triggered by light, noise, or touch
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— Opisthotonus (arched back due to severe spasms)
— Respiratory failure in severe cases
« If untreated, neonatal tetanus is almost always fatal.

Why Neonatal Tetanus Occurs

* It is primarily associated with:

— Unsafe home deliveries

— Lack of maternal tetanus immunization

— Poor sanitation and lack of sterile delivery practices

» The condition is preventable with proper hygiene and vaccination.

Trachoma: Infection That Roughens the Inner Surfaces of Eyelids
Answer: Trachoma

* Trachoma is a chronic infectious disease of the eye caused by the bacterium Chlamydia
trachomatis.

* It primarily affects the conjunctiva, the inner surface of the eyelids.

* Repeated infection leads to roughening of the inner eyelids, scarring, and ultimately blindness if
not treated.

How Trachoma Roughens the Eyelids

» Repeated episodes of infection cause chronic inflammation of the inner eyelid.

* This leads to scarring of the conjunctiva.

» With time, scarring causes the eyelid to turn inward (entropion).

» The eyelashes rub against the cornea (trichiasis), causing pain, corneal injury, and vision loss.
* Untreated trachoma can lead to corneal opacity, resulting in permanent blindness.

Parasitic Infection Caused by Dracunculus medinensis
Answer: Guinea-worm disease

» Guinea-worm disease, also known as Dracunculiasis, is a parasitic infection caused by the worm
Dracunculus medinensis.

* It is one of the oldest known human diseases and historically affected millions of people, especially
in rural, water-scarce areas.

» The disease is not fatal, but it causes extreme pain, disability, and prolonged suffering.

Neglected Disease Caused by Spirochaetota Bacteria
Answer: Yaws

» Yaws is a chronic, neglected tropical disease caused by the bacterium Treponema pallidum
subspecies pertenue, which belongs to the Spirochaetota phylum.

« It primarily affects skin, bones, and cartilage, mostly in children living in warm, humid, tropical
regions.

* Yaws is highly contagious, but easily treatable with antibiotics.

Causative Agent
* The bacterium responsible for Yaws is a spirochete, a spiral-shaped microorganism similar to the

one that causes syphilis but not sexually transmitted.
*» Transmission occurs mainly through direct skin-to-skin contact with infectious lesions.
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Disease Transmission

* Yaws spreads through:

— Direct contact with the fluid from skin lesions

— Poor hygiene and overcrowding

— Wamm, tropical environments that favor transmission

* Most affected patients are children under 15 years, especially in rural communities.

Why Yaws is Considered a Neglected Tropical Disease (NTD)

« Affects poor, rural, underserved populations

* Low visibility in public health systems

* Limited access to healthcare in endemic regions

* Lack of awareness among communities

* Less priority in global funding despite easy treatment
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AT must pay

The working paper on Al and Copyright
Issues is a good start

he rapid strides being made by LLMs in

terms of quality, depth of information

and sophistication of reasoning, are
fuelled by two major factors. The first is iterative
advancements in applied machine learning tech-
niques, which continuously improve the perfor-
mance of LLMs. The second is growing access to
text, data and multimedia used in training these
models. Al firms have argued that information on
the Internet should be freely usable for such
training, even if reproduction and similar acts of
syndication by any non-Al entity would be sub-
ject to a licence fee and consent by the content
producer. This has led to a fierce debate that pits
the interests of Al hyperscalers and developers
against content producers (news, entertainment
and book publishing, to name a few). In this light,
the Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade’s working paper on Al and Copy-
right Issues’ proposal is a welcome step towards a
solution where content providers are remunerat-
ed, without having a system that could put India’s
Al ecosystem at a disadvantage.

The paper’s solution boils down to a mandato-
ry licensing framework, which would allow Al da-
ta scraping tools to limitlessly scrape public infor-
mation from the Internet, but would ensure that
a non-profit copyright society-like body would
collect payments from Al developers on the basis
of revenue accrued to them through the benefits
of training their models on Indian content pro-
ducers’ data. The reasoning is partly driven by
practical shrewdness on the drafting committee’s
part, which rightly reasons that opting out of data
scraping, and enforcing this when Al developers
ignore their wishes, is not practical for every con-
tent producer. The other driver is a belief in data
processing as a right for Al models, seeing as they
do not usually reproduce content they are
trained on, but synthesise fresh outputs. There
are issues with how the royalty amount would be
decided — small publishers who put in effort and
investment in their work may chafe at receiving
as much remuneration a piece as a big media
house putting out hundreds of articles a day. But
a system for remuneration is urgent, even if
flawed. Lawsuits pitting Al firms against the pu-
blishers of the content they train models on are
ongoing, and no uniform judicial thinking has
materialised on the subject. The committee cor-
rectly notes that waiting for the outcome of any
given litigation is unwise. The white paper — and
a dissent by tech industry representatives — is a
promising gesture towards a collaborative frame-
work. The government needs to support this. A
flawed system can be deliberated in the courts;
the absence of one is a gift to Al firms in their on-
going disruption of the media and net landscape.

Al must pay
T3S Bl YA HIAT AT

. The working paper on Al and Copyright Issues is a good
start
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LLMs, Data Access, and Mandatory Licensing
Framework

. The rapid strides being made by LLMs in terms of quality,
depth of information and sophistication of reasoning, are fuelled by
two major factors.
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. The first is iterative advancements in applied machine
learning techniques, which continuously improve the
performance of LLMs.
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o The second is growing access to text, data and multimedia
used in training these models.
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) Al firms have argued that information on the Internet should
be freely usable for such training, even if reproduction and similar
acts of syndication by any non-Al entity would be subject to a
licence fee and consent by the content producer.
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o This has led to a fierce debate that pits the interests of Al
hyperscalers and developers against content producers.
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f 59 ST ES B
. In this light, the Department for Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade’s working paper on Al and Copyright Issues’
proposal is a welcome step towards a solution where content
providers are remunerated, without disadvantaging India’s Al
ecosystem. .
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. The paper’s solution boils down to a mandatory licensing

framework, which would allow Al data scraping tools to limitlessly scrape public information
from the Internet, while ensuring that a non-profit copyright society-like body collects
payments from Al developers.

U T GHTYT T Af1ard argaRivT afd IR TR g, ST T3S ST bt IUHRUN Bl Sexc
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o Payments would be based on revenue accrued to them through the benefits of training their
models on Indian content producers’ data.
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The reasoning is partly driven by practical shrewdness, noting that opting out of data scraping
is not practical for every content producer.
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The other driver is a belief in data processing as a right for Al models, as they synthesise
fresh outputs rather than reproducing original content.
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There are issues with how the royalty amount would be decided — small publishers may
object to receiving the same remuneration as large media houses.
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But a system for remuneration is urgent, even if flawed.
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Lawsuits pitting Al firms against publishers are ongoing, and no uniform judicial view has
materialised so far.
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The committee correctly notes that waiting for the outcome of any given litigation is unwise.
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The white paper — and a dissent by tech industry representatives — is a promising gesture
towards a collaborative framework.
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The government needs to support this.
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A flawed system can be deliberated in courts; the absence of one is a gift to Al firms in their
disruption of the media landscape.
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Satellites, science, and the new fight
for spectrum in space

As the demand for satellite communication escalates, experts warn that without effective regulation and coordination, the rapid expansion of

satellite constellations could lead to disruptions and congestion, and further the digital divide

Shrawani Shagun

here’s at least one space race

already underway to get to the

moon. There’s also another

one: to claim radio frequencies
and orbital slots in the limited space
around the earth. The main participants
of this race are companies launching large
fleets of satellites working together, called
megaconstellations. These
megaconstellations are already
revolutionising Internet access around the
world - but they’re also sparking a fierce
and fraught competition for the invisible
highways across which they send and
receive information.

In physics, ‘spectrum’ refers to energy
levels. Satellite communications uses the
word with a similar meaning: the
spectrum is the range of radio frequencies
available for wireless data transmission.
Radio frequencies are to outer space
activities as oxygen is to life on the earth’s
surface: essential. Enabling data
transmission between satellites and
ground stations through electromagnetic
spectrum bands allocated by the
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) assigns the frequencies of
electromagnetic radiation that different
satellites and ground stations can use to
talk to each other. The most sought after
frequencies are Ku-band (12-18 GHz) and
Ka-band (26-40 GHz) for high-speed
satellite internet and L-band (1-2 GHz) for
GPS. Each satellite must coordinate its
spectrum use to avoid interfering with
signals in another channel. But spectrum
alone is insufficient: satellites also need to
occupy certain physical orbital positions
so that their broadcasts reach antennae
on the ground.

Megaconstellation boom

This scramble for spectrum and orbital
slots has led to unprecedented satellite
deployment. SpaceX’s Starlink, launched
in 2019, now operates over 8,000
satellites with plans for up to 42,000.
OneWeb has 648 satellites, Amazon’s
Project Kuiper plans 3,200, and China’s
GuoWang has aimed for 13,000.

The value of the satellite
megaconstellation market is thus
projected to explode from $4.27 billion in
2024 to $27.31 billion by 2032, a 25.5%
annual growth rate driven by demand for

high-speed Internet in remote regions and
dropping launch costs. The competition
also transcends commercial markets; to
countries outside the west,
megaconstellations constitute a strategic
push for technological sovereignty in
space communications.

ITU governance

The ITU is a specialised agency of the
United Nations with 194 member states. It
serves as the sole global coordinator for
satellite spectrum and orbital slots,
operating under the principle that these
are “limited natural resources that must
be used rationally, efficiently and
economically”.

The ITU’s first-come, first-served
coordination system requires satellite
operators to file frequency applications
and coordinate with potentially affected
administrations before receiving
international recognition. This creates a
competitive advantage for well-capitalised
entities from spacefaring nations because
they can file applications early and
maintain the legal and technical expertise
to navigate the lengthy coordination
process. Late entrants risk finding the
most valuable spectrum-orbital
combinations already claimed.

The World Radiocommunication
Conference 2023 introduced some
reforms. Its Resolution 8 in particular
requires operators to notify deviations
between planned and actual orbital
deployments, preventing companies from
claiming one orbit while deploying
elsewhere. The Conference also
formalised expectations that if a company
proposes to launch a megaconstellation, it
must deploy 10% of it within two years,
50% within five years, and complete
deployment in seven years.

The ITU’s framework was designed for
the 1960s-1990s satellite era and today
faces mounting pressure. Its 2025-2029
operational plan identifies “spectrum and
satellite orbits” as the top priority,
acknowledging that traditional
coordination mechanisms designed for
hundreds of satellites are struggling to
manage thousands of annual
deployments. The body processes
approximately 80% of satellite-related
agenda items, a sign that satellite
constellations dominate international
spectrum management.

Digital divide

It’s not possible to simply write off
megaconstellations because they are one
solution to bridging a connectivity
disparity among the world’s countries.
For instance, on the Global Connectivity
Index (a figure that combines the number
of internet users, connected devices,
natural-disaster vulnerability, and GDP),
Switzerland leads with a score of 34.41
while India sits at 8.59, a nearly fourfold
gap. Worldwide, 2.6 billion people
remained offline at the start of 2025, with
the most vulnerable populations in South
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

Satellite operators know that satellites
in low-earth orbit (150-2,000 km above
sea level) promise lower latency and
higher bandwidth than traditional
geostationary satellites (35,786 km above
sea level). A latency of 20-40 ms,
compared to 600+ ma for geostationary
satellites, makes real-time applications
like telemedicine and online education
more feasible in remote regions,
especially where ground-based
infrastructure is out of the question.

The thorn here is affordability.
Starlink’s user terminal, which receives
the satellites’ transmissions, costs around
$600 (%53,168 on November 17) with
monthly subscription fees, which is
unaffordable for rural populations
without subsidies or tiered pricing
models. The ITU’s ‘Connecting Humanity
Action Blueprint’ has also estimated that
closing the digital divide by 2030 will
require $2.6-2.8 trillion in investments,
underscoring the scale of the challenge.

For emerging spacefaring nations, this
creates dual imperatives: securing
spectrum access through the ITU’s
coordination system while ensuring
connectivity translates to genuine
affordability.

India exemplifies this situation. The
GSAT-N2 satellite of the Indian Space
Research Organisation has a throughput
of 48 Gbps and covers remote regions,
including the Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and the Northeast, while Bharti
Enterprises’ 39% stake in OneWeb
positions India within the global
low-earth orbit ecosystem. However, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority has
recommended administrative spectrum
allocation rather than auctions,
recognising that spectrum for

Satellites, science, and the new fight for spectrum in space
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As the demand for satellite communication escalates, experts wam that without effective
regulation and coordination, the rapid expansion of satellite constellations could lead to
disruptions and congestion, and further the digital divide
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non-geostationary satellites can be shared
when properly coordinated. This
framework is designed to accelerate
deployment while maintaining
affordability.

Yet the fundamental tension remains:
without regulatory mandates for universal
service obligations or government
subsidies, satellite broadband risks
becoming premium infrastructure serving
urban enterprises and wealthy
households rather than bridging
urban-rural divides.

The path onward

Thus the urgency of reform is clear.
Current trajectories indicate operators
around the world will launch more than
50,000 satellites by 2030. The Earth orbit
hosts around 40,000 tracked cbjects,
including over 27,000 pieces of debris
larger than 10 cm.

The ITU adopted a resolution called
ITU-R 74 in 2023 calling for the
sustainable use of spectrum and orbital
resources, including measures to mitigate
space debris. Notably, it requires satellites
to be removed from orbit within 25 years
of completing their missions to prevent
defunct spacecraft from accumulating in
orbit. Current compliance rates remain
low, however, with at best 70% of satellite
operators actually deorbiting their
machines in this timeframe. This
compliance gap means debris continues
to accumulate faster than it is removed,
threatening the long-term sustainability of
orbital space.

As megaconstellations enter orbit, the
overall success depends on governance
frameworks that balance commercial
innovation with scientific research,
equitable access, and of course orbital
sustainability. Without binding
international standards and equitable
allocation, the fight for spectrum could
become a war, risking creating an orbital
environment that is eventually too
congested for anyone to use. For
emerging space nations like India,
shaping these frameworks now, rather
than accepting rules written by other
governments, will determine whether
space becomes a shared resource or a
domain of persistent inequality.

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher

on envir
and space governance.
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Megaconstellatlon boom and the scramble for spectrum

SOTd 3R WaeH B IS

There’s at least one space race already underway to get to the moon.
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There’s also another one: to claim radio frequencies and orbital slots in the limited space

around the earth.
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The main participants of this race are companies
launching large fleets of satellites working together,
called megaconstellations. ]
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These megaconstellations are already revolutionising Internet access around the world — but
they’re also sparking a fierce and fraught competition for the invisible highways across which
they send and receive information.
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In physics, ‘spectrum’ refers to energy levels.
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Satellite communications uses the word with a similar meaning: the spectrum is the range of
radio frequencies available for wireless data transmission.
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Radio frequencies are to outer space activities as oxygen is to life on the earth’s surface:
essential.

SfaRer nfafaferat & fore Yt smgfrar 3+t € sirawas § foramm gadt v Sitaw & forg
SfTeitor |

Enabling data transmission between satellites and ground stations through
electromagnetic spectrum bands allocated by the International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) assigns the frequencies of electromagnetic radiation that different satellites and
ground stations can use to talk to each other.
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The most sought after frequencies are Ku-band (12-18 GHz) and Ka-band (26-40 GHz) for
high-speed satellite internet and L-band (1-2 GHz) for GPS.
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Each satellite must coordinate its spectrum use to avoid interfering with signals in
another channel.
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But spectrum alone is insufficient: satellites also need to occupy certain physical
orbital positions so that their broadcasts reach antennae on the ground.
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Megaconstellation boom
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This scramble for spectrum and orbital slots has led to unprecedented satellite deployment.
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SpaceX'’s Starlink, launched in 2019, now operates over 8,000 satellites with plans for up to
42,000.
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OneWeb has 648 satellites, Amazon’s Project Kuiper plans 3,200, and China’s GuoWang
has aimed for 13,000.
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The value of the satellite megaconstellation market is thus projected to explode from $4.27
billion in 2024 to $27.31 billion by 2032, a 25.5% annual growth rate driven by demand for
high- speed Internet in remote regions and dropping launch costs.
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The competition also transcends commercial markets; to countries outside the west,
megaconstellations constitute a strategic push for technological sovereignty in space
communications.

g fcreayf amaiie Simsi 9§ W &; U & 916 % oR & o e IReaRy el War
T aH-NPt AUYAT HT IeF B

ITU governance

RULE

The ITU is a specialised agency of the United Nations with 194 member states.
STy |G Y B1 Teb fa=siichd Toidt & forieh 194 AT 3

It serves as the sole global coordinator for satellite spectrum and orbital slots,
operating under the principle that these are “limited natural resources that must be used
rationally, efficiently and economically”.
agm;ﬂaaweﬁ?wﬂum%%uwa%ww%wﬁmmé 39
Rrgid & 78d i 3 T Wrpfe Ha1eE € f THed, TR 3R oiffe wu & S
foban ST =g

The ITU’s first-come, first-served coordination system requires satellite operators to file
frequency applications and coordinate with potentially affected administrations before
receiving intemational recognition.

S ! ugd T3, Uge UTSHT Y=g YUITell JUUE eTcieh] bl SfRRIYIY A Ut b= 9
Uga Wit TfRreb e oifad F3A 3R TMIfad TR ¥ TH-a9 &t 3TaRadhdl Hdl g |

This creates a competitive advantage for well-capitalised entities from spacefaring nations
because they can file applications early and maintain the legal and technical expertise to
navigate the lengthy coordination process.

Tg 3fdRel-&dT ara 20 Pl 3t Gl arelt Teralt &) ufergufere @y a1 § wife 9 oot

3Tde SIRAT TR Tl § 3R T8 JH- Uigharait &Y THIT & oY BT 3R ddbeiiap!

faRsrar T@h 5|

Late entrants risk finding the most valuable spectrum-orbital combinations already claimed.

gé;%gﬂ?ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ@n%%%mwﬁaamﬁ&ﬂummﬁmmm
|

The World Radiocommunication Conference 2023 introduced some reforms.

TS AU PRSI HI36d 2023 7 $S FUR U [Hu|

Its Resolution 8 in particular requires operators to notify deviations between planned and
actual orbital deployments, preventing companies from claiming one orbit while deploying
elsewhere.

D! INYR 8 TR =U F Taraew! I A ok arafas wefia a9t & o9 sicr &t
Eéﬁaﬁmaﬂ—cﬂ% SRR UMY DI T P& BT ST HR bal 3R a1 8 I BT o
|

The Conference also formalised expectations that if a company proposes to launch a
megaconstellation, it must deploy 10% of it within two years, 50% within five years, and
complete deployment in seven years.

I8 AR o6 o afg IS Hu AMBIC AR Tl B BT URdTd Il &, al
30 &t af & 10%, ute af A 50%, 3R Ara adf § gt o BT R
The ITU’s framework was designed for the 1960s-1990s satellite era and today faces
mounting pressure.
&né%‘cﬁqmmwso —1990 % IUUE T & foTT SR T T 3R 31T Sgal GaTd BT AT R
R
Its 2025-2029 operational plan identifies “spectrum and satellite orbits” as the top priority,
acknowledging that traditional coordination mechanisms designed for hundreds of satellites
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are struggling to manage thousands of annual deployments.

TUDT 2025-2029 HATA IS “TIeH 3R IWIE &MY B NS UTAfHwHar sardt 8, T8
R od gU fr ps! IuUe! & o §18 T URuRS o7 3d iRl arffe d=nfoal
Yo § Toet EIWQ%%I

e The body processes approximately 80% of satellite-related agenda items, a sign that satellite
constellations dominate international spectrum management.

g TN ITIB-He T ToIST ST BT TTHIT 80% ITTIT Hal 8, STl Gial g b IuUg e
SRS WFgH Yae— R UHE 39 |

Digital divide

e It's not possible to simply write off megaconstellations because they are one solution to
bridging a connectivity disparity among the world’s countries.

DA B IAT I WISl BT HHT g1 ¢ R d {39 & <=0 & sig dATaefae
FHTAT ! Ule &1 U U 5 |

e Forinstance, on the Global Connectivity Index (a figure that combines the number of
internet users, connected devices, natural-disaster vulnerability, and GDP), Switzerland leads
with a score of 34.41 while India sits at 8.59, a nearly fourfold gap.
JaTeR & fog, Waﬁ%ﬁé’ts@w@mmﬂw\%ﬁ Facs fSagad, Wplds
3TIST Ve, 3R St Bt AR §7aT 8) H fRaceRds &1 R 34.41 8, Sdfd HRd 8.59 TR
® — T IR AT SieR |

o Worldwide, 2.6 billion people remained offline at the start of 2025, with the most vulnerable
populations in South Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

<P AR B 2.6 3R TN 2025 B YT A SHHare &, R T s GeTie o
Sferor ek, sndte ik afe smReT A 71

o Satellite operators know that satellites in low-earth orbit (150-2,000 km) above sea level
promise lower latency and higher bandwidth than traditional geostationary satellites (35,786
km) above sea level.

I Taras od & [ @l-aref siifdfe (150-2,000 forth) Suoe URuR® frae= = Suwel
(35,786 fortl) & a1 & H1 A2 SR M 575U FRA B

e A latency of 20-40 ms, compared to 600+ ms for geostationary satellites, makes real-time
applications like telemedicine and online education more feasible in remote regions,
especially where ground-based infrastructure is out of the question.

20-40 ms BI A (BRI & 600+ ms 1 gerl H) GRETW &3 H SR ofik
3Tz fRren St faa-ersd Aarait & 21 1T st 8, [IRTH Tt FHIAT SaER=T
UT B

. The thorn here is affordabmty
T T AYdT Bt

e Starlink’s user terminal, which receives the satellites’ transmissions, costs around $600
(¥53,168 on November 17) with monthly subscription fees, which is unaffordable for rural
populations without subsidies or tiered pricing models.
TR BT ITANTHA! <fHfTd $600 (253,168, 17 TdaR) BT 3, Wy T AIRYS Yoo Hf — St
retor m%mmmwﬁﬁn@ﬁW$ﬁm SGAY B

e The ITU’s ‘Connecting Humanity Action Blueprint’ has also estimated that closing the
digital divide by 2030 will require $2.6—2.8 trillion in investments, underscoring the scale of
the challenge.

TS F ‘HfaeT ggRM TaRH sqfiic 3 A TN 8 fb 2030 a@ fSfed faueH &t
TH B & oL $2.6-2.8 R & 3w &Y srazaear gl St g & T9M &Y cifar 81

e For emerging spacefaring nations, this creates dual imperatives: securing spectrum access
through the ITU’s coordination system while ensuring connectivity translates to genuine
affordability.

IR 3faRer I & oy, 78 et saxgeal ST §: Sy &1 TH-ad UlTel o ATy §
T UgT YR BT, 3R 1Y gt dfaefad) &1 araa d JaH sl
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India exemplifies this situation.

YR 39 fRuf &1 7 Iarerur B

The GSAT-N2 satellite of the Indian Space Research Organisation has a throughput of 48
Gbps and covers remote regions, including the Andaman & Nicobar Islands and the
Northeast, while Bharti Enterprises’ 39% stake in OneWeb positions India within the global
low-earth orbit ecosystem

YR 3faRel ST TTo BT GSAT-N2 SUIE 48 Gbps YUC T & 3R THM-FHEaR
Y IR AR Fed G &5 ) HR AT 8, TP HRA TUTEO BT 30% FFedart
s | un—crﬁ%f%a?r«ﬁ 3rf aiffefe aifRufaet o & wfid axt B

However, the Telecom Regulatory Authority has recommended administrative spectrum
allocation rather than auctions, recognising that spectrum for non-geostationary satellites
can be shared when properly coordinated.

BIql®, RUAR aH® UTieo = Sandt & Somd URmHEi-e WaeH de &1 RIBIR &
8, U8 U §U fr R-Prire et Suwrel & forg Waew Ifea guwag wR e far o Jedr ¢ |
This framework is designed to accelerate deployment while maintaining affordability.

g GAT AT Bl ol B o WY JAHAT I 1@+ & fo1g ST TR 5

Yet the fundamental tension remains: without regulatory mandates for universal service
obligations or government subsidies, satellite broadband risks becoming premium
infrastructure serving urban enterprises and wealthy households rather than bridging urban-
rural divides.

R ot g a1a &1 X §: gfraa afd siferie= a1 IReRt afeast & 971, Surg
sTeds Tl ITHl 3R Uz URART B} Va1 B3 el MAGH a1 s I8 S, F9
3T& o5 a8 ATHIUT-R1EE fAHTSIH BT HH B

The path onward

31} &1 ART

Thus the urgency of reform is clear.
I UPR JUR D! AT TILIHdT WY 3|
Current trajectories indicate operators around the world will launch more than 50,000
satellites by 2030.
A gl ahd et 8 fb AR & 3iTiReR 2030 @ 50,000 I 3w IWIE T H|
The Earth orbit hosts around 40,000 tracked objects, including over 27,000 pieces of
debris larger than 10 cm.
gt & el H T 40,000 3 fpT 7Y Sifsatded ©, fomd 10 Il | 93 27,000 | 3w
TS e B
The ITU adopted a resolution called ITU-R 74 in 2023 calling for the sustainable use of
spectrum and orbital resources, including measures to mitigate space debris.
3MEER A 2023 ® ITU-R 74 TS T URATd SO, o WaeH 3R Fweffa dareqt & wad
IUANT 7T T ST FH HA & ST BT 91 Pgl T |
Notably, it requires satellites to be removed from orbit within 25 years of completing their
missions to prevent defunct spacecraft from accumulating in orbit.
YUl U , T8 AT BT ¢ fob FIH RIEM & 25 a9l & +iaR IWIET P! el A gerr sy
i (Afsra a1 e | ghgT A 8l
Current compliance rates remain low, however, with at best 70% of satellite operators actually
deorbiting their machines in this timeframe.
, TISIET 3IUTeH &% HH &, 3R 31fAHdH 70% TR g 39 qraRfioT & 3o Suwg! &t

.3 Feq B
This compliance gap means debris continues to accumulate faster than it is removed,
threatening the long-term sustainability of orbital space.

Tg SIUTA 3ieR a1 8 & AaaT g2 B gor H 3ifeep doht I 1 81 a1 8, o et
Waﬁﬁﬁ%@wﬁw%
As megaconstellations enter orbit, the overall success depends on governance frameworks
that balance commercial innovation with scientific research, equitable access, and of course
orbital sustainability.
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SRY-ORY AT Hall H YA X &, 37! Fhardl A @i IR AR it 8 Sl
TS AR, I SHUH, THHF Ugd, 3R Hefta fRRar & & Iger |
e Without binding international standards and equitable allocation, the fight for spectrum could

become a war, risking creating an orbital environment that is eventually too congested for
anyone to use.

THBRT HRIFT AHDI AR A SHTde & o1 WaeH & AT Jov T & 1 9hal 3,
O T U e 97 Tl § S Srafrd WS UTS & HRUI fbell & IUANT o A 9 33 |
o For emerging space nations like India, shaping these frameworks now, rather than accepting

rules written by other governments, will determine whether space becomes a shared resource
or a domain of persistent inequality.

YR oY IHRd SidRef g1 & g, 37 gfdl &1 3ift SMHR G—gwR SR gRI ford Faw WieR
A P IOT—g T BT b SfaRes T Jrim AT §-177 31 RITH SHTaT &7 &7 |
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UIUTT ¥ MU B Uor== RO | 99 a1 &1 5718 fad! @
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1990 TART T 2040 TF T TSI GRT IS | 90% BI Hetdl
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Protected marine areas not
part of oftfshore blocks: govt.

Coastal and biodiversity areas have been notified, says Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for

Earth Sciences; environmental management plan will be made before mining operation, he says

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

fishore blocks in
0the seas made
available to private

companies for mining
were carved out after ex-
cluding regions known to
be Marine Protected Areas,
the Earth Sciences Minis-
try said in response to a qu-
ery in the Lok Sabha by
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi  Tharoor on
Wednesday.

Earlier this year, prot-
ests had erupted in Kerala
— cutting across party lines
— over the Centre’s propo-
sal in November 2024 to
auction 13 blocks in the sea
to private companies to
mine for construction-
grade sand off the coast of
Kerala, three blocks of lime
mud off the coast of Guja-
rat, and seven blocks of po-
lymetallic nodules and
crust off the Great Nicobar
Island in the Union Territo-
ry of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands.

The protests, however,
were concentrated in Kera-
la where fishermen com-
munities protested that
such mining would destroy
marine life and deplete fish
stocks. The Kerala Assemb-

Eco shield

m 23 offshore
blocks have been
proposed: 13 sand
blocks (Kerala),
3lime mud
blocks (Gujarat),
T polymetallic
blocks (Andaman
and Nicobar)

m Fisher families
and green
activities have
expressed
concerns over
depleting marine
life stock

ly passed a resolution in
March opposing the auc-
tioning of the block.

Rahul Gandhi, former
MP for Wayanad and Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to revoke the auction
announcement. So far, no
companies have been se-
lected from the auction.

The Environment Minis-
try had notified 130 Marine
Protected Areas across the
coastal States and islands,
and 106 coastal and ma-
rine sites have been identi-
fied and prioritised as Im-
portant  Coastal and
Marine Biodiversity Areas

m Offshore Areas Mineral Trust
has been established with
coastal States as members of the
Governing Body and Executive
Committee of the Trust

(ICMBAs) to take care of
marine species conserva-
tion, Jitendra Singh, Union
Minister of State for Earth
Sciences, said in a state-
ment.

“The offshore blocks
have been carved by ex-
cluding these areas. Fur-
thermore, as per the provi-
sions of the Offshore Areas
Mineral Conservation and
Development Rules, 2024,
no production operations
shall be undertaken except
in accordance with a pro-
duction plan. The produc-
tion plan, inter alia, in-
cludes an environmental
management plan indicat-
ing baseline information,

Protected marine areas not part of offshore blocks: govt.

TR T & SATHRR AT $1 T 781 82 WPR

@

includes an environmental
management plan
indicating baseline
information,
impact assessment
and mitigation
measures
JITENDRA SINGH

Minister of State for
Earth Sciences

The Union government has said that marine protected sites will not be
used for mining of minerals

The production
plan, inter alia,

impact assessment and mi-
tigation measures,” he
said.

The Offshore Areas Min-
eral Trust has been esta-
blished with coastal States
as members of the Govern-
ing Body and Executive
Committee of the Trust.
The funds accruing to the
Trust will be used for re-
search, administration,
studies and related expen-
diture with respect to off-
shore areas and mitigation
of any adverse impact that
may be caused to the ecol-
ogy in the offshore area,
due to operations underta-
ken, the statement under-
lined.

¢ Coastal and biodiversity areas have been notified, says Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of
State for Earth Sciences; environmental management plan will be made before mining
operation, he says
TN 3R g fafqerar ara &= &) sifigfera fvar mar €, Rrds Rig, gt fowm g w4 A et 9
FHEd & foh T A1 ¥ Ugd TATaR0T Yae o §HTg SiTaHt

e Offshore blocks in the seas made available to private companies for mining were carved out
after excluding regions known to be Marine Protected Areas, the Earth Sciences Ministry
said in response to a query in the Lok Sabha by Thiruvananthapuram MP Shashi Tharoor on
Wednesday.

g B el Sufal ol @9 o oY Sudsy HRIT T STHRIR scldd D! Tl WRfaa & am
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T aTdl AT &I STeR Y@ & d1e daR a1 T T, Gt fage HATer = qUaR &1 dieaul §
o aqRT WG MR YR GRT I8 TN UY & IR 8 $ell

Earlier this year, protests had erupted in Kerala — cutting across party lines — over the
Centre’s proposal in November 2024 to auction 13 blocks in the sea to private companies to
mine for construction-grade sand off the coast of Kerala, three blocks of lime mud off the
coast of Gujarat, and seven blocks of polymetallic nodules and crust off the Great Nicobar
Island in the Union Territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

T TY DI YIS H, A T — TaTd YTAT3M DI IR Hd §U — 9% 2024 H g & TG W
Ry Y& 39, mwﬁﬁﬁma—siﬁ%w%m%ﬂm@aﬁww ToRTd d¢ &
aﬁaﬁaﬁﬁsﬁ%?ﬂqwﬁmﬂaﬁﬁwﬁuw$ﬁeﬁaﬁwﬁuﬁaﬁm
Ui e Aisgd iR shie sAlad B! -ieTd &R &1 Ao At

The protests, however, were concentrated in Kerala where fishermen communities protested
that such mining would destroy marine life and deplete fish stocks. The Kerala Assembly
passed a resolution in March opposing the auctlonlng of the block.

BT faRle T FU 9 bt | dbfsd UT, gt AR Fqgr A faRiey fban f& 59 &g &1 @
WW@WWN@?WW%W@WWM|W%wmﬂWﬁW
! et &1 foRiY PRd gU Ueh T Ui faan|

Rahul Gandhi, former MP for Wayanad and Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, had
written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to revoke the auction announcement. So far, no
companies have been selected from the auction.

ga MR, IS & gd AN SR AeayT § fquer & A, A guEE s widt & Hand @t
IO 0 @A & o foran a1 o@ aw, Fianht @ #1F off ot 9afa T8t g2 71

The Environment Ministry had notified 130 Marine Protected Areas across the coastal

States and islands, and 106 coastal and marine sites have been identified and prioritised as
Important Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Areas (ICMBAs) to take care of marine species
conservation, Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Earth Sciences, said in a statement.

TafaRUT HATE 3 At Xt R gt A 130 TR WRAea @ B I R 2, 3R 106
adt 3R s wuell & Aeayut adia Nk Wl Ra fafaear 87 (IcMBAs) & w0 & ugarH
3R Trufiyerar < 7S 7, afds Tgt Tt & TRequT T e < o o, Rordw R, gadt fagm
I T3 A U 99 ° 6T

“The offshore blocks have been carved by excluding these areas. Furthermore, as per the
provisions of the Offshore Areas Mineral Conservation and Development Rules, 2024, no
production operations shall be undertaken except in accordance with a production plan. The
production plan, inter alia, includes an environmental management plan indicating baseline
information, impact assessment and mitigation measures,” he said.

T FET, “SPRIR el 1 57 81 ) S1eR T §U FIR fHaT 721 2| S ST, PRI
ufvan @fee wRer ok faery faw, 2024 & Urau™l & SFUR, ITE AIeT & 3T gU
TS I IauTe RS 5T fohan o TeblT | IaTe A1 H, 34 STl & Y, TRl Yaie A1
M B, o SMURYT TSR, THIE Hedid 3R WA U i g 17

The Offshore Areas Mineral Trust has been established with coastal States as members of
th% Governing Body and Executive Committee of the Trust.

SATHRIR ThAT fFRd o & R 31 718 €, o adla =g e & a1 sial 8iR
Wrﬁa&rﬁr%w?

The funds accruing to the Trust will be used for research, administration, studies and related
expenditure with respect to offshore areas and mitigation of any adverse impact that may be
caused to the ecology in the offshore area, due to operations undertaken, the statement
underlined.

T § Sl 71 fob o B T =R BT IUGNT STHUH, TR, 37eagq! 3R TpR & §
Taiftra ot & fore faran STe, SR TeTa & HRUT HHBRIR &5 Bt UiRfRUfde! IR U arat
fopadt ot wfda wuTa & =M & forg fosar smam|
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Breeding project gives endangered
western tragopan breathing space

Experts warn that, despite the success of the captive breeding project, the species' long-term survival remains uncertain without simultaneous

habitat protection; fewer than 9,500 individuals remain in the wild and climate change and encroachment continue to pose a threat

Aditya Ansh

he western tragopan (Tragopan
melanocephalus) is one of
India’s rarest pheasants and

the state bird of Himachal
Pradesh. It was once found across parts of
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand, but now survives in
small, fragmented pockets.

Studies in the forests of Kazinag and
Limber in Jammu & Kashmir have
revealed that while habitats with suitable
climates for the bird do exist, human
disturbance and habitat fragmentation
continue to endanger its future.

Conservationists at the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) have estimated that only
3,000-9,500 mature tragopans remain
and that all belong to a single
subpopulation. Roughly a quarter lie
across the western Himalayas and the
northern parts of Pakistan.

Yet deep inside Himachal Pradesh’s
Great Himalayan National Park, seasoned
bird-watchers have said the tragopan still
holds its ground.

The Sarahan Pheasentry

“Seeing one in the wild is rare and
depends a lot on planning and luck,
where sightings are about 60% on well
planned trips,” said Panki Sood, a
seasonal birdwatcher and a host at a
travel company.

Wildlife Institute of India records say
the first captive births took place in 1993.
In 2005, the Himachal Pradesh Forest
Department achieved a first when four
western tragopan chicks hatched at the
Sarahan Pheasantry, marking the world’s
first successful captive breeding
programme in the world. From 2007 to
2015, 43 captive-born individuals were
recorded, although their survival rates
fluctuated due to skewed sex ratios and
mortality among older birds. Genetic
analysis further revealed that the entire
captive population had originated from
only eight wild founders, retaining about
87% of their genetic diversity.

A captive western tragopan at the Saharan Pheasentry. P. JEGANATHAN (CC BY-SA)

Keerthi added. “This year, seven or eight
chicks hatched and five or six have
survived.”

Climate variability, breeding
“Captive breeding emerged as a tool of
insurance against major declines,” Rahul
Kaul, chair of the Galliformes Specialist
Group at the IUCN, said.

“But it was always meant to
complement, not replace, habitat
protection. Unfortunately, much
emphasis and resources were laid on
protecting and breeding tragopans from
outside the wild [ex-situ] while the
conservation of species in their natural

ee

The entire objective was to move
towards reintroduction. In 2020-2021,
we carried out releases and results
showed the approach was viable

R. LAKSHMINARASIMHA
WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA

the chicks can fly. Maybe such adaptive
models can be tried [in India] too.”

Stalled rewilding attempt
At the Sarahan Pheasantry, where captive
said

reintroduction funding and programme
status), reintroductions have been on
hold since 2023 partly due to budgetary
constraints linked to wider spending cuts
by the State government. Some officials
have also stressed that funding is only one
part of the challenge.

“The real bottleneck,” one official
noted, “is the research and protocol
development needed before each new
release.”

Before a tragopan can be returned to
the wild, teams must check if release sites
and food are available, monitor the birds’
predators, and make sure the
capnve bred hlrds can adapt to natural

Sarahan Pheasantry staff recalled how habitats [in-situ] was hugely breeding conti staff’ i said he’s more
inconsistent the early years were. undermined.” efforts to take the next step have wanted hopeful Remlroducuon he explained,
“In 2007-2008, there were none at all,” Mr. Kaul has been closely involved with | for support. “cannot happen overnight”.
Ms. Keerthi (name changed on request), pheasant conservation across the “The entire objective was to move Like the decade-long effort that made
who has worked at the pheasantry for Himalayas and also said the initiative was | towards reintroduction, specifically into captive breeding successful,

more than a decade, said. “There were no
eggs, so no chicks. It was only after the
biologists came that eggs and chicks
finally began appearing.”

“When I joined as a research fellow in
2011, the Sarahan Pheasantry hosted
about 15 birds,” Wildlife Institute of India
senior fellow Lakshminarasimha R.
recalled.

To stabilise the programme, the

well-intentioned.

“The idea was to breed enough birds
for release into identified habitats.
Decades later and several crores of rupees
spent, we are where we started in terms
of conservation benefit. The forest
department must be credited for their
perseverance: they did produce birds, but
without parallel habitat protection, the
gains remain limited.”

forests surrounding Sarahan, and we were
finally ready for it. In 2020-2021, we
carried out experimental releases and
results showed that the approach was
viable,” Mr. Lakshminarasimha said.

Sources from the Himachal Pradesh
Forest Department also acknowledged the
ex-situ programme had reached a stable
phase. They added that the Pheasantry
now consistently maintains over 40

reintroduction also demands patience,
experimentation, and adaptive
management: “You cannot draw
conclusions from only a few attempts.
This is a long-term commitment.”

Community support

Despite these challenges, those working
closest to the species believe the western
tragopan’s survival hinges on people as

experts began to redesign core husbandry Ex-situ programmes have tried tobuild | western tragopans, with six to eight eggs much as policy.
systems. “The primary approach was to population security, but a greater threat hatching and four to five chicks surviving Mr. Sood said local stewardship had
develop protocols for managing speciesin | today is the slow disruption of the every year, figures made possible by years | already shifted the trajectory:

captivity. We referred to how it behaved tragopan 's timing system that of refinement and expert inputs. “Community-based tourism is one of the
in the wild,” sa.|d. breeding, insect availability, Returning tragopans to the wild is also best ways to protect this rare bird.”
Captive t were very i and I changes in the wild. the most demanding phase of the He added that tourism offered local

to stress, diseases, and the conditions in
the artificial enclosure. Researchers thus
recreated elements of their natural
habitat, such as dense cover with specific
nesting materials and incorporated
seasonal dietary changes.

Everything from nesting material and
vegetation to diet and feeding schedules
were reworked to mimic the tragopan’s
natural habitat as closely as possible.

“We have 46 tragopans now,” Ms.

“Climate variability affects species like
the tragopan through warming at lower
altitudes and disruption of food
resources,” Mr. Kaul said.

“If breeding no longer synchronises
with insect availability, the chicks may
starve. The forests themselves hold the
species together, allowing the pheasants
to persist. In some areas of Pakistan,
communities identify breeding zones and
voluntarily leave them untouched until

programme. One forest guard said the
Pheasantry had conducted reintroduction
trials for two years, releasing birds deep
into the forest and tracking them using
radio collars. One individual survived in
the wild for nearly a year — a highly
encouraging sign for such an early-stage
attempt — until its tag’s battery expired.
According to Forest Department
sources (who wished to remain unnamed
due to the sensitivity of commenting on

families an alternative income source that
didn’t depend on forest resources or
grazing, giving them direct incentives to
keep breeding areas undisturbed.

Since villagers stopped disrupting the
forest, more tragopans have been sighted,
he said, citing examples from the
Rakhundi and Shilt areas.

(Aditya Ansh and Divyam Gautam are
independent media writers based in India.
adityaansh30@gmail.com)

Breeding project gives endangered western tragopan breathing space

AU d¥e MU B Uo== RIS | i a9 B 5718 e @

o Experts warn that, despite the success of the captive breeding project, the species' long-
term survival remains uncertain without simultaneous habitat protection
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oy e 3a § & Hia fHET vivtae &) whadr & s1asle, STarT TRET F f5-1 gorfa
1 Sed1fed iR fAfdd s gane

o fewerthan 9,500 individuals remain in the wild and climate change and encroachment
continue to pose a threat

STl 7 9,500 A HH Sfdd 59 § 3R STerarg uikad=T quT SAfashHoT TR GeRT 9al 63 §

Western Tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalus)
(Tragopan melanocephalus)

www.patrioticias.in

e The western tragopan (Tragopan melanocephalus) is one of India’s rarest pheasants and
the state bird of Himachal Pradesh.

gt TN URA & JaR gty Fia’l 3§ A T © iR FRumaa vewr &1 sy ueh g

e |t was once found across parts of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand, but now survives in small, fragmented pockets.

Ig U5l oTR]-HRUR, fRUTad Ue=T iR STRIES & 8 &A1 | UKy Sifdl T, Wfdh 3 Bic 3R
oy gu few A s gan g

e Studies in the forests of Kazinag and Limber in Jammu & Kashmir have revealed that while
%agmm%s %Nith suitable climates do exist, ATd gAY 3R TARNT o ST Hid™ I TR
TH-HIAR & BTN SR forar & el & gU et & Ul 9al 5 o Suged siearg aret
3T HISG &, Afh AT geaeld 3R TRy fa@s 9% Hiaw & aaR Wk § S1ed ¢ |

e Conservationists at IUCN have estimated that only 3,000-9,500 mature tragopans remain
and all belong to a single subpopulation.

TREUT FIRIRT & IR Had 3,000-9,500 URUS ¢TIth a1 o § 3R I I+t U g1 3u-
SEE BT e g

e Roughly a quarter lie across the western Himalayas and I Ui
TTHT TP -NUTS 3rrare) Ui fgwrerd ik St urfhar § urs ol g1

e Yetdeep inside U< fEHTeaT A UTdh, U Ueh-axfeh! o1 Ha1 & fb St aneft oft
e U AN .
5% ot A fRuTera= AvFa urd & iR st ueh-a=fet 7 admn g f St ara ot srort
JufUfd TN T

e The staff recalled how inconsistent the early years were.
FHHATRA! = T b LBt a8 HIdT HRRR Y|

e “In 2007-2008, there were none at all,” said Ms. Keerthi. “There were no eggs, so no chicks.
Only after biologists arrived did eggs and chicks appear.”

& IR 20072008 T T 11t Uaft 18T U1l oS =7eT &, 4o ot off =T 9| Sitafazt~ai &

31 & 915 g1 33 3R T i L= gul

o “Before a tragopan can be returned to the wild, teams must check if release sites and food
are available, monitor predators, and ensure captive-bred birds can adapt to natural
conditions.
S PI ST & dicH I Ugd Sl &1 98 T3 B gIdl o 1o Retiel RIA 3R HIoH Suasy
1, Riekal @t AR 31 oY, 3R Fe-veifd ueht urpfae ulkfRufaal & s o 9|

e Mr. Narasimha said he’s more hopeful. Reintroduction, he explained, “cannot happen
overnight”.
AR A el [ 3 31 smeard) € SR T fs gvfasr Iraivra ) 8 e |

o Like the decade-long effort that made captive breeding successful, reintroduction also
demands patience, experimentation, and adaptive management: “You cannot draw
conclusions from only a few attempts. This is a long-term commitment.”
S G TS Bl I dl S B & 9 7, 39 g1 gviasT o fore ot &R, wrai, SiR gt
TS 1AL 8| I8 Ueb repiiere Ufaaesa |

Community support

L3E% 10
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Despite these challenges, those working closest to the species believe the westem
tragopan s surwval hinges on people as much as polic

CIEN S umﬁr%aﬁamaﬂﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ?m%ﬁﬁw HfRI o~

ﬂmﬁﬂ 3R Hfeal FH w R gl
Mr. Sood said local stewardship had already shifted the trajectory: “Community-based tourism
is one of the best ways to protect this rare bird.”

g A a1 fos R WReon et = ugd g1 4w 9ga 4 7| wgera snurfed wies 59 gadwy
u&ﬁﬁaaﬁ%aﬁhnaﬁﬁﬁ@wél
He added that tourism offered local families an alternative income source that did not
depend on forest resources or grazing, giving them direct incentives to keep breeding areas
undisturbed.

Low-carbon leaders harder to spot on EU sustainability cutback

39 RRA1 Fekdl R d-Hre Aarsit &1 ugaE-1 e

Low-carbon leaders harder to spot on EU sustainability cutback
g 3 FREATIFAE Fetdt R A-dra Adrsit &) ugar-1 Higa

A reduction in scope of the European Union’s sustainability disclosure rules may cut red tape
for businesses but investors say less transparency will make it harder to identify which
companies are genuinely moving toward low-carbon operations.

R Y & FeeAfafed! fewaaor fFradl & qrR J ot aauml & fore ufebanst & aa

1 THht 5, Al (A=ID! BT He1 § b HH URGIRIAT T6 TG Hid &1 &N s DI &t
HUufaf aRdg | AY-pre FaTed BI 3R 9 I 2

After months of pressure from companies and governments, the European Union agreed on
Tuesday to sharply scale back two flagship sustainability disclosure laws.

HUF 3R IRBRI & TR & a1 & 918, JRUR Y A HAAR & & TE geeAfaferdt
feamiioR AT & I Skl HRA W Fedfd s |

The changes affect the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) - the EU’s rule
book that requires large companies to publish detailed information on their environmental,
social and governance performance, and the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence
Directive (CSDDD), which requires firms to check supply chains for human rights abuses and
environmental harm.

3 gRkad PruRe IReAfaferd! Rafén strfeea (csRD) iR wTuRe wRAfIfrd sg
fefesia srRfaea (CSDD) & UHIRAd HRd €, St Sufal o) SuHelt Uerlq, aafier
W'ﬁ?mmwwmmﬁmmﬁﬁmmﬁ%m
T |

The CSDDD had also required companies to have and implement a plan to cut emissions to
net zero, but that obligation has now been dropped.

CSDD $UFRI § Ve SR Ieael=T 351 AT SR SR T B T T et o, A 78
e 376 8T 41 7S &

Less reliable

FHfA

Watering down the rules means investors will have less reliable, comparable information on
companies’ sustainability efforts, making it harder to tell which businesses are serious about
cutting emissions, managing climate risks and environmental, social and govemance
standards.

ot & et S 1 Iaad @ 6 el & U dufat & aeeAfaferd waret iR By e
3R gaa sTFHR) grft, R a8 Ugam1 &fe- g i 11 T e ISt e,
ATy SNfAw gaeH, 3R suxell A1 & ufd 1R g

Under the changes to CSRD, only companies with more than 1,000 staff making more than
€450 million would report, with financial firms excluded.
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CSRD & &l & dgd $ad d HU-al KUl Heilt fords IR 1,000 | 3ifie wHaRt ok
€450 R § 31 IaTeH ¢, wafes faxia Suff & a1eR @1 T 8|

e For CSDDD, the threshold was even higher at 5,000 staff and €1.5 billion in net turover, with
a delayed start date and breaches dealt with at the national rather than EU level, with added
flexibility for companies on what to report.

CSDD ¥ g9iics 3iR 4t 31fie u1—5,000 HHARY iR €1.5 A e iRk, T A = g1
B! IR & 1Y, 3R Il BT FUCRT g TR & Tod TR R fobar Se, 9 g
Sl & a8 g A 1fie e a6 3= & FRATR

e Hans Stegeman, chief economist at sustainability-focused lender Triodos Bank, said the
moves represented a “significant weakening of essential sustainability rules”.
BT R, 91 IHFIRS, TSN a8, 3 H8T % A HeH “Hgayu IReAfaferdt foramf o
HTH! HHIR B G 1”

o “Legislation meant to combat child labour, environmental pollution, and exploitation in supply
chains is being hollowed out. The so-called ‘anti-looking-away law’ has had its scope
drastically limited,” he said.
I HET, “qTe YW, TaTaRor Uguor, 3R Tfel sRaar & JMaor ¥ deA & o a1 718 B
aﬁ%ﬁmﬁo‘mwwél TSI TH-qfh1-3r@ BT HT arR1 TR F0 § Hd o= e
gl

e Debated since February, the cuts to the EU laws follow months of pressure from companies
and governments, including the U.S. and Qatar, who warmed Brussels that the rules risked
disrupting their gas supplies to Europe.

TR § 989 H @ 9 EU BT § el Hufal iR IRBRI, forad smf¥er $ik dar nfia
%gﬁm%agwmgmﬁmﬁwammmmﬁqmﬁ
IR |

e |Industry groups welcomed the move as relief from Europe’s complex sustainability regime.

I g1 A 39 HeH S WA fhdT 3R 38 Y & Sied T 9 78 d SarT|

EU members to cut emissions by 90%
by 2040 from 1990 levels

1990 ¥RI T 2040 TP g G| GRT
IS | 90% BT Heldl

. EU members to cut emissions by 90% by
2040 from 1990 levels

1990 WRI ¥ 2040 TH g TGS du-T | 90% B
Heldl B

BRUSSELS
EU members to cut emissions by

90% by 2040 from 1990 levels

. The European Union has reached an
agreement to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels, involving the
purchase of foreign carbon credits to cover 5% of
the cuts, the European Parliament said on
Wednesday. The deal goes beyond most other
economies’ emissions-cutting pledges.

REUTERS

N CS l1: Envionment |

: RIAT A9 - 1990 FRT T 2040 T 90%
The European Union has reached an agreement to reduce 3 f a ?
greenhouse gas emissions by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels, ﬁ TeT3d 'ﬁ?{ & ]%‘I'Q s
involving the purchase of foreign carbon credits to cover 5% of the foban %, ores weKdt & 5% 3w &t PRl H & forw
cuts, the European Parliament said on Wednesday. The deal goes ﬁ'ﬂ'&’ﬂ aﬂé-‘-[ aiﬁ',z' '{Qﬂa_rn QT[&E[ %, g dld

beyond most other economies’ emissions-cutting pledges. REUTERS

TR HHE 7 FUIR B Bt | I8 AT b

3 3rferaraiies) Sei-sherd ufassit & Y S B
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